Commissioners
discuss policy
on hitchhikers

The Decatur County commis-
sioners talked with the sheriff about
the office’s policy on hitchhikers at
their meeting last Tuesday.

“We aren’t a taxi service,”
Sheriff Ken Badksy.

If there is a hitchhiker who is
causing trouble, he said, a deputy
may give him or her a ride to the
county line. A few weeks ago, said
Sheriff Badsky, the Norton County
Sheriff’s Office dropped someone
off at the county line.

Dispatch got a call on him. The
man gotaride into town, said Sheriff
Badsky, and his office gave him a
ride on to the next county line.

Commissioner Gene Gallentine
said he had heard from a person who
spotted a hitchhiker in front of their
house. The citizen was concerned,
he said.

Sheriff Badsky said he had heard
of the situation. He said the personin
the home let the hitchhiker in to get
a drink and his wife found out, and
that’s when the problem started.

Mr. Gallentine asked if a deputy
couldn’thave moved the hitchhiker
“five miles down the road.”

Ifhewasn’tdoinganything wrong,
that would violate the person’s liber-
ties, said Sheriff Badsky.

It’s like getting a ticket book, said
Sheriff Badsky, and writing a ticket
for something someone might do.

Sheriff Badsky said last week the
idea of paying Jeanne Pachner, who
works for dispatch and the sheriff’s
office, mileage fordelivering papers
was brought up.

County Clerk Colleen Geihsler

said

Health nurse
to purchase copier

The Decatur County commis-
sioners approved the county health
nurse buying a new copier for the
health department at their meeting
last Tuesday.

Health Director Marilyn Gamblin
said there’s about $6,500 left in
bioterrorism money. Ms. Gamblin
said she checked and was told she
can use the money for a copier.

The money, which comes from
a grant, has to be spent by August,
she said.

Ms. Gamblin said she checked
with Office Works in Colby and
found a copier for about $4,500.

The commissioners approved the
purchase.

Ms.Gamblinsaid she needs some
guidance on her cell phone. She

Violence organization
asks city for money

A representative with Options,
formerly known as Northwest
Kansas Prevention of Domestic
and Sexual Violence, asked the
Oberlin City Council for $500 for
next year.

Daniel Blake said the organiza-
tion changed its name because they
give the victims options on what
they are going to do.

In 2009, said Mr. Blake, during
the council meeting on Thursday,
June 16, the agency served nine
victims in Oberlin and in 2010 that
decreased to four.

It’snotcommon inthe 18 county
region to have decreasing numbers,
he said. The biggest increase in
the region was from three to 25
victims.

Mr. Blake said he doesn’t think
domestic and sexual violence is
really decreasing in the county, but
it’s just not being reported.

The group runs a hot line for vic-
tims to call ashelterin Hays.It’s one
of the only extended-stay programs
in the state, said Mr. Blake.

Are there lots of repeat victims?
asked Councilman Rob McFee.
Yes, said Mr. Blake, the national
average is seven times that a victim
will return to their abuser. In the
region last year, he said, there were
429 victims.

Mr. Blake said the service is ask-
ing for $500. The city didn’t give
them anything last year, he said.

He said the nonprofitagency asks
for money from the cities and coun-
ties it serves and then also receives
grants.
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said Ms. Pachner approached her
about the mileage.

Sheriff Badsky said the issue
had never come up before. There
was some talk about whether Ms.
Pachner should use a county vehicle
to serve the papers.

The sheriff said that won’t work,
because she keeps the papers in her
car and serves them when she sees
the people. Sometimes, he said,
people who are served won’talways
answer the door.

So she doesn’t want mileage?
asked Commissioner Stan McEvoy.
No, said Sheriff Badsky.

At the beginning of July, said the
sheriff, the fee for a vehicle inspec-
tionis going to increase from $10 to
$15. 1t will increase again to $20 at
the beginning of July 2012.

He said he would like to take the
90 percent the county getstokeepin
a special equipment fund. It makes
more sense, he said, to use this kind
of feetoreplace equipment,and not
tax dollars.

The fee increase, the sheriff add-
ed, is set by state law.

Mr. McEvoy said he’s OK with
that unless the department gets to
the point where it needs that money
to operate. A couple of years down
the road, the department is going to
need two vehicles, said the sheriff.

In other business, the commis-
sioners and sheriff talked about
changing to one plan for cell phones
for the county.

With therecentchange, they said,
texting and Internet service has been
shut off.

had a phone with Verizon and the
new contract is through Nex-Tech.
Ms. Gamblin said she’s fine with
changing companies but needs text
messaging. She said she receives
texts and e-mail notices and has to
be able to respond to them.

The commissioners suggested
she stop by Nex-Tech and get the
phone she needs.

In other business, the commis-
sioners heard that the department
needs amedical advisor. Ms. Gam-
blin said she wanted to ask Dr.
Charles Hardison, with Docs who
Care, to be the interim advisor. She
said the current term will expire at
the beginning of July, which will
leave the county without an advisor
for a few days.

The council didn’t make any
decisions.
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at park

AT SAPPA PARK LAST
WEDNESDAY, Gary
Anderson (above) cut and
picked up limbs off a cedar
tree during a scheduled
work night. Ken Shobe
(left) used his chain saw to
help cut down a tree that

had split.
— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes

For Peace of Mind
During Tornado Season
Consider our 5-Year
Wind Warranty

“I’m more convinced of the superior quality of a Morton building. My
Morton buildings have survived three tornadoes with barely a scratch.
That’s all the evidence I need.” Dave B.— owner of two Morton buildings

. 5 -year protection against Wlndload damage to the structure with no
wind velocity limit
¢ 5-year protection against windload damage to our optional AlumaSteel®
sliding door with no wind velocity limit
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D&R PUMP SERVICE, LLC

Domestic, Stock, Wmdrmll
Solar, Submersible, Irrigation,
Repair and Sales.

With over 30 years of experience!

W™ Ron Shipley - (785) 675-1422 %}f
P% Devan Castle (785) 657-7217, sewaraves

Authorized Dealer

Ads Work! Call Tim Davis at 475-2206
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Center
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CALENDAR

707 Grant
Atwood, KS 67730
(785) 626-3211

/Q Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu | Fri | Sat

Dr. Rubinowitz
Oncology
Cardiac Rehab
Mammograms
Ultrasounds Nuclear
Ultrasounds Cardiac Rehab Medicine
Cardiac Rehab Diabetic Clinic [MRI’s Cardiac Rehab
Dr. Frankum
Surgery
Ultrasounds
Ultrasounds Cardiac Rehab
Cardiac Rehab Diabetic Clinic |MRI's Cardiac Rehab
Dr. Frederick C. | Dr. Curtis Dr. Saba Dr. Reeves
Miller Cardiology |Orthopedics |Podiatry
Cardiology Dr. Reeves
Podiatry
Ultrasounds Nuclear
Ultrasounds | DEXA Bone Cardiac Rehab Medicine
Cardiac Rehab | Density Diabetic Clinic | MRI'S Cardiac Rehab
Ultrasounds
Ultra§ounds Cardiac Rehab '
Cardiac Rehab Diabetic Clinic |[MRI's Cardiac Rehab
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TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
WITH A VISITING PHYSICIAN,
PLEASE CALL
(785) 626-3211
Cheryl Banister, RN
Specialty Clinic Director




