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COACHES Sarah Howland (left) and Robyn Rouse helped 
a young gymnast do a hand stand and then roll out on the 

borrowed Air Track device. 
                     ― Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Gymnasts want to purchase air device
Girls bounced up and down, 

did cartwheels and round-offs 
and worked on back flips Friday 
on a borrowed piece of equipment 
they are trying to raise money to 
purchase.

Members of the Oberlin Cre-
ative Movements Gymnastics 
group borrowed the Air Track – 
which allows gymnasts to practice 
advanced skills in a safe environ-

ment – from the Atwood group, 
said Sarah Howland.

The device is portable and can 
be used during practice or public 
performances.

The gymnasts plan to demon-
strate the air track at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 behind the fair-
grounds. During the demonstra-
tion, members will be selling raffle 
tickets to help pay for an air track 

for the Oberlin group for $1 each or 
six for $5. There will be two prizes 
given, for $100 and $50.

Raffle tickets also will be on 
sale at the Creative Movements 
booth at the county fair or  from 
any gymnasts.

Anyone who wants tickets 
should call Mrs. Howland at 475-
2187. To make a donation, send a 
check made out to CMG, 705 W. 

Hall St., Oberlin, Kan. 67749.
The Air Track, she said, will 

cost a little over $3,000. About 
30 kids are involved in the gym-
nastic program, which meets on 
Monday evenings at the Golden 
Age Center. The sessions run from 
September to April.

It costs $20 a month for pre-
school children and $30 a month 
for those of school age.

Sheriff agrees
to change policy

A Decatur County family talked 
with county commissioners, the 
sheriff and the undersheriff about a 
recent incident where a hitchhiker 
stayed in front of their farm house 
on U.S. 36. 

They said they called the sheriff, 
but no one responded. Next time, 
officials agreed, someone will 
come out. 

Sheriff Ken Badsky had talked 
about the incident with the commis-
sioners during the Tuesday, June 28, 
meeting. The residents had called 
and asked the sheriff’s office to 
give the man a ride out of the area. 
They were unhappy that no one had 
responded.

Patrick and Cindy Shirley and 
their daughter were at the meet-
ing last Tuesday to discuss the 
incident and a story in The Oberlin 
Herald. Mrs. Shirley said what was 
printed in the paper wasn’t what 
happened. 

The family’s name was not men-
tioned at the first meeting and did 
not appear in the story. The article 
said the hitchhiker had been let 
into the house for a drink and that 
when the wife found out, she was 
unhappy.

Commissioner Gene Gallentine 
said he got a call from the Shirleys 
complaining about the story. He 
said the family told him they are 
concerned about the sheriff’s policy 
on hitchhikers.

Mrs. Shirley said the newspaper 
made it sound like the hitchhiker 
had been in the house. She said he 
never was.

Undersheriff Allen Marcum said 
the hitchhiker told him that he had 
been let into the house for a glass 
of water. Mr. Shirley said the man 
came into the yard.

“If he was in our house,” he 
added, “you probably should have 
got your butt out there.”

There’s a water hydrant outside 
the shop, said Mrs. Shirley. That’s 
where he got water. That’s where the 
man tried to contact her, she said, 
while she was watering plants.

That is not the information he was 
given, said Sheriff Badsky, adding 
that the department’s policy is not 
to be a taxi service for people, and 

not to haul them around unless they 
are doing something wrong.

“We’ll leave the hitchhiker at 
your house,” said Mrs. Shirley, “and 
see how comfortable you feel.”

The mission of the sheriff’s office 
is to serve and protect, she added, 
and that’s what needs to be done.

Mr. Shirley asked what should 
they do if another hitchhiker camps 
in front of their place. Sheriff Bad-
sky said he probably wouldn’t leave 
them there.

Undersheriff Marcum said he 
was on duty that weekend, not the 
sheriff. The hitchhiker wasn’t com-
mitting a crime.

He said the Shirleys could have 
given him a ride, but the sheriff’s 
office is not a taxi service. The 
undersheriff said he contacted the 
sheriff’s offices in Rawlins and 
Sheridan counties, and no one was 
available to give the man a ride if he 
took him to the county line.

“How do we know there isn’t 
going to be a problem?” asked Mrs. 
Shirley. “We aren’t trained.”

“From now on what do you 
want?” asked Sheriff Badsky.

Mr. Shirley said he doesn’t call 
very often, but if he does, he thinks 
the officers should respond.

“A mistake was made,” said Sher-
iff Badsky. “It won’t happen again. 
We will pick up every hitchhiker, no 
matter the cost.”

Mrs. Shirley said she thought $5 
to $10 in gas is a lot better than the 
paperwork on a body.

She added that it’s not just their 
family living along the highway. A 
lot of people live out there, and it’s 
the sheriff’s job to protect and serve 
the people.

While there was some discussion 
that a county ordinance says county 
vehicles can’t be used by people 
who are not employees, County 
Attorney Steve Hirsch said that 
only pertains to family members. It 
doesn’t include hitchhikers and oth-
ers the sheriff has business with.

Sheriff Badsky said the office 
could change its policy about hitch-
hikers. He said this is the way poli-
cies sometimes get changed, when 
people voice their concerns.

At its regular meeting Thurs-
day, the Oberlin City Council 
will look at and possibly vote on 
resolutions to take care of prop-
erty that needs to be cleaned up.

Code Enforcement Officer 
Jan Ackerman won’t be at the 
meeting, said City Administrator 
Karen Larson, but the council 
can still decide on the resolu-
tions.

Representatives of Rural Tele-
phone and Nex-Tech will be at 
the meeting. Mrs. Larson said 
there have been some complaints 
about them tearing up yards and 

leaving them with piles of dirt as 
conduit is laid for fiber-optic tele-
communication lines. The crew 
putting in the conduit also hit a 
water main at The Gateway.

Other items on the agenda 
include the search for water 
outside the city, a contract with 
Baker Hughes, which leases 
some land at the airport, and the 
city’s budget.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
and is open to the public. It will 
be held upstairs at The Gate-
way.

Council might vote
on property resolutions

Fire burns around 100 acres near Lyle

Volunteers are needed to work 
the concession stand in the middle 
of the carnival midway the last night 
of the Decatur County Fair.

Candi Ketterl, a member of the 
Amusement Authority board, said 
she has no one signed up to work 

the concession stand where the 
funnel cakes are made on Saturday, 
Aug. 6.

The group that works gets paid $4 
a person, she said. The money goes 
to the group, not the individual.

Any group that wants to work 
from 6:30 p.m. to close should  call 
Mrs. Ketterl at 475-4092.

Food stand needs workers

Fire departments from all over 
the county and a neighboring town 
responded to a blaze burning up 
farm property south and east of Lyle 
on Monday afternoon.

Volunteer crews were called out 
around 3 p.m. and still were out at 
7:30 p.m. Monday evening.

Decatur County Fire Chief Bill 
Cathcart said the fire started in a 
wheat stubble field belonging to 
Harold Mizell.

Chief Cathcart said they don’t 
know what started the blaze. No one 
was working the field, no combines 
were around and they just aren’t sure 

how it started.
The Norcatur Fire Department, he 

said, was the first on the scene. They 
were followed by the crews from 
Jennings, the Oberlin Rural Depart-
ment and the Danbury-Lebanon 
Fire Department from Nebraska. 
At least two tankers came from 
the Oberlin station. Chief Cathcart 
said a county road grader came to 
help, too.

The fire burned around 100 acres 
of wheat stubble and some pasture 
also, the chief said. It was a chal-
lenge to get out to the fire and get 
around, he said, as it was so hot the 

trucks were over heating.
At one point, one of the tankers 

was back at the station, then a flare-
up caused it to return to the field. 
Around 6:40 p.m., fire fighters said 
they didn’t see any more hot spots 

to put out.
About 10:40 p.m., fire crews 

were called back out when someone 
reported flames flaring up again in 
the field.


