
“We’re really in quite a disarray,” the senator 
said, noting that the Senate is split three ways 
with eight Democrats and 14 or so “moderate” 
Republicans and 14 hard-core conservatives. 
The Democrats vote with the left-wing Re-
publicans when they see an advantage, but the 
House is much more conservative.

The districts have to be drawn and the budget 
adopted when the Legislature returns to Topeka 
this week, Sen. Ostmeyer said. 

“That’ll be the first order of business when 
we go back,” he said. 

On other bills, the senator said a threat to put 
home-owned carnivals under state regulation 
failed in committee. 

“Norton had an accident last year,” he said. 
“It wasn’t serious at all. It didn’t seem to me to 
be any problem.”

However, the secretary of labor, former Sen. 
Karin Brownlee, put forth a bill to regulate the 

community-run carnivals. It took a personal 
appeal to Gov. Sam Brownback to get things 
turned around, Sen. Ostmeyer said. 

He said he hopes the secretary, who is from 
Johnson County, will come out and visit some 
of the carnivals this year.

Starting this summer, he said, home-owned 
carnivals will have to provide the state with 
a certificate of insurance, but won’t be in-
spected. 

A move to resume charging senior citizens 
for hunting and fishing licenses has been scaled 
back, he said. With the population getting older, 
he said, the Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism simply can’t afford to exempt 
everyone over 65, but as the bill was amended, 
people 65 to 74 can buy a lifetime hunt-fish 
license for $40. That should still qualify the 
department for full federal money for each 
license sold, he said. 

“I’m willing to do that as a 68-year-old,” he 

said, adding that with the cost of going hunt-
ing, “the license would be the cheapest thing 
you’d have.”

Agreement on the budget, he said, fell apart 
because the House wanted to cut transportation 
to make up for money added to education.

The senator said he was “disappointed” that 
Chief Justice Lawton Nuss had chosen to start 
“furlough days” for state court workers because 
of the budget standoff. He said the move could 
only hurt salaried court workers, who will lose 
at least two days’ pay.

“He knows that the process hasn’t really gone 
to pot,” Sen. Ostmeyer said. “The person who 
has a job will be hurt. I’m bothered by that.”

He said a constitutional amendment to pre-
vent schools and other agencies from using 
state money to sue the Legislature had failed in 
the House and won’t come up in the Senate.

“If they couldn’t get it passed in the House,” 
he said,”it’ll never pass in the Senate.”

Nearly ten per cent of those mailed 
out are returned undelivered on ac-
count of failure by the doctor to give 
right post office address.

Another ten per cent of the whole 
are returned by the parents for cor-
rection on account of errors in spell-
ing the names of child or parents.

The local registrar can correct 
these birth certificates in many in-
stances, especially as to post office 
address.

Many of the local registrars are 
turning in birth and death cer-
tificates without any apparent effort 
having been made to supply omitted 
data. I advise those to read the law 
carefully, and note that they are 
not entitled to pay for incomplete 
certificates.

Why not give the people you 
serve a square deal in the registra-
tion work.

Yours truly,
W.J. Davies,

State Registrar.

Oberlin, Kansas
Sept 27th, 1930

Mrs. Wm L. Jennings
Oberlin, Kansas

Dear Mrs. Jennings:
Dr. Tilden reports the arrival of a 

baby girl at your home on the 20th. 
Have you named her yet?

If you can find a name and get 
it to me by the Fourth of Oct. so I 
may send it to the state she will be a 
registered baby, costs nothing and 
might come in mighty handy some 
time in her life.

Just add her name on bottom of 
this and mail so I may sent it to To-
peka on the fifth of next month.

Best wishes to all her relatives.
Yours truly,

Jenne Barnard, Registrar.

In the same area but undated 
is a list of the county’s registrars. 
with some names crossed out and 
changes made in pencil to the 
original document 

*LIST OF DECATUR 
COUNTRY REGISTRARS

20-A C.E. Furman, Norcatur, 
Kansas, Lincoln, Grant Garfield,

20-B A.G. Nelson, Jennings, 
Kansas, Jennings, Pleasant Valley,

20-C. Maude McKnight, Oberlin 
Kansas, Oberlin City, Oberlin, Lib-
erty, Olive, Center, Logan, Sappa, 
(Bassettville, Beaver, Finley, Sher-
man, Summit, added in pencil)

20-D G.H. Groneweg, Selden, 
Kansas, Cook,

20-E T.F. Hess, Jennings, Kansas, 
Altory,

20-F. Eston E. Adamson, Oberlin, 
Kansas, Bassettville,

20-G. Gerald E. Wade Cedar 
Bluff, Kansas, Beaver,

20-H J.W. Aronson, Norcatur, 
Kansas, Roosevelt,

20-J J.E. Roberts, Danbury, Nebr., 
Harlan,

20-K Bruce Moore, Dresdon, 
Kansas, Prairie Dog,

20-L E.F. Hawley, Traer, Kansas, 
Finley,

20-M. Leroy Van Pelt, Oberlin, 
Kansas, Sherman,

20-P L. Gillette, Oberlin, Kansas, 
Summit

20-R J.A. McKinney, Dresden, 
Kansas, Custer, Dresden, Lyon.
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Decatur County Treasurer’s Office
will NOT be able to 

•Issue drivers licenses and ID cards 
from May 1 through May 7.

or 
•Register and title vehicles from May 1 

through May 7.

Health agency
gives county update

The Decatur County commis-
sioners talked with representatives 
from High Plains Mental Health 
about the agency’s budget request 
for next year.

Dave Anderson and Ken Loos 
were at the meeting Tuesday, April 
3. They said the county gave the 
organization $23,794 last year.

Commissioner Stan McEvoy said 
Deputy Jay Tate, who represents the 
county on the group’ board, came 
in and talked to the commissioners 
recently since he wasn’t going to be 
at the meeting last week.

Mr. Anderson said this is the 48th 
year that the mental health service 
has had a relationship with the 
counties it serves. Deputy Tate and 
Ambulance Director Linda Man-
ning serve on the board for Decatur 
County.

There were 103 people served 
in Decatur County, said Mr. Loos. 

Mental health, he noted, is just like 
physical health: it’s better to catch 
things early. Fifty-six people were 
served at the office here.

It looks like over the last de-
cade, Decatur County has had right 
around 100 people served each 
year, said Mr. Anderson. He heads 
up the complaint department, so if 
anyone hears anything, they should 
call him.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said 
he hasn’t had any complaints about 
the group’s services. 

He added that he appreciates the 
service High Plains has provided 
over the years for people in the 
county.

TATE SEN. RALPH OSTMEYER (left) talked with 
Dr. Jay Anderson after the senator spoke at the Oberlin 

Rotary Club meeting about redistricting and home-owned 
carnivals last Tuesday.   – Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

• Sheila Jansonius, counselor.
• Judy Elwood, third grade.
• Sandy Ketterl, fifth and sixth 

grades.
• Terri Woolsey, art.
• Linda Glaze, librarian.
• Jeff Jones, physical education.
• Brenda Breth, English, journal-

ism and counselor.

• Tim Breth, math and physical 
education.

• Mark Bricker, science.
• Sarah Bricker, band.
• Carol Brown, Spanish.
• Candy Dejmal, business and 

computer.
• Pat Dorshorst, math.
• Joe Dreher, athletic director and 

physical education.

• Caleb Howland, science.
• J.D. Johnson, social science.
• Rachel Johnson, social sci-

ence.
• Jeff Jones, physical education 

and health.
• Jason Ketterl, vocational agri-

culture.
• Marlene Moxter, social science 

and family and consumer science.

• Wendy Scott, math and com-
puter.

• Dick Ahlberg, social science.
• Susan Nelson, vocal music.
• Josh Williby, industrial arts.
• Deedre Frasier, English.
• Dana Juenemann, English and 

speech.

Commissioners buy new cooling unit for center
The Decatur County commis-

sioners approved the purchase of 
a new air conditioning unit from 
Norton Sheet Metal for the Good 
Samaritan Center last week. 

Administrator Janice Shobe and 
Chris May, maintenance man for 
the center, talked with the commis-
sioners at their meeting last Tuesday 
about the need of a new unit for the 
kitchen. The current unit was in-
stalled in 1998, said Mrs. Shobe.

She said they received two bids, 
the first from R&M Service Center 
to repair the unit for $10,000. The 
second bid was from R&M Service 

Center for $16,000 to replace it.
Mrs. Shobe said the center also 

received a bid from Norton Sheet 
Metal for $9,995 <to do what???>.

The replacement bids include set-
ting the units up, said Mr. May, add-
ing that they are going to need help 
getting the old air conditioner off the 
roof and the new one up there.

He said he talked to the Road and 
Bridge Department about using the 
county’s crane. The city will need 
to drop some of the power lines 
for a few hours, he said. Mr. May 
added that he knows the city is busy 
right now.

The old unit is a Lennox, said Mr. 
May. Commissioners suggested 
they hold on to the old unit for parts. 
The center has no place to store it, 
Mr. May said. 

Commissioner Ralph Unger 
said they could talk with Road and 
Bridge Supervisor Tim Stallman to 
see if a corner of the shop is avail-

able for storage.
The commissioners talked with 

Mr. Stallman about using the county 
crane to get the new unit in place 
and the old one off the roof. They 
also asked him to see how much it 
would cost to have someone come 
in and do the job.


