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Advanced care can be found 
close to home.

Call 308-344-8285 for appointments  
with these medical specialists:
Cardiology: 
BryanLGH Heart Institute  
S. Krueger, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285 
K. Miller, M.D. ................................ 308-344-8285

Nebraska Heart Institute 
R. Heirigs, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Platte Valley Medical Group 
S. Denney, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285

Dermatology 
J. Bunker, M.D. .............................. 308-344-8285

Ear, Nose, Throat 
R. Simpson, M.D. .......................... 308-344-8285

Endocrinology 
V. deVilla, M.D. .............................. 308-344-8285

Neurology 
J. Cardenas, M.D. .......................... 308-344-8285

Oncology 
M. deVilla, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Pulmonology 
D. Cantral, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Rheumatology 
L. Baca, M.D. ................................. 308-344-8285

Spinal Orthopedics 
D. Benavides, M.D. ........................ 308-344-8285

We encourage you to keep this 
directory close at hand.

Appointments may be made with these 
specialists by calling their private clinics
Ear, Nose, Throat 
V.R. Bowen, M.D. ..............................800-348-0368 
M. Keller, M.D. ...................................800-348-0368 
Tuesdays:  .........................................308-345-2902

General Surgery 
W. Eskildsen, M.D. ............................308-345-7878 
B. Kopriva, M.D. ................................308-344-8376

Infectious Diseases 
D. Brailita, M.D. .................................402-461-5358

Nephrology 
G. Bodonyi-Kovacs, M.D. ..................308-382-1634

OB/GYN 
T. Foote, M.D.....................................800-742-3305 
T. Pankratz, M.D................................800-742-3305

Ophthalmology 
T. Clinch, M.D. ...................................800-657-2112

Orthopedics 
S. Franssen, D.O. ..............................308-344-8376 
M. McCarty, M.D. ...............................308-344-8376 
B. Bissell, M.D. ..................................308-344-8376 
C. Gates, M.D. ...................................308-344-8376

Orthopedics-Hand/Wrist 
S. Carroll, D.O. ..................................308-344-8376

Podiatry 
R. Hinze, D.P.M. .. 308-345-3773 or 877-345-FOOT

Pulmonology 
K. Ganatra, M.D.................................402-460-5787 
M. Stritt, M.D. ....................................402-460-5787

Urology 
D. Halsted, M.D. .... 877-635-3332 or 308-345-3074

Vascular/Thoracic 
B. Steffen, M.D. .................................308-865-2141
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308.344.2650
www.chmccook.org

1301 East H Street, McCook, NE 69001

Community Hospital Offers
30-plus Medical Specialists for

Advanced Care, Close to Home!

Rawlins Clinic in Atwood
Rodney Dill, MD
Charles Zerr, MD
Dana Jewell, PA-C
Michael Dorsch, PA

707 Grand Street
Atwood, KS  67730

(785) 626-3241

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Notice
Due to replacing water lines, 
there will be water shut off 
intermittently from Hall 
Street to Cass Avenue and 
Commercial south to Mill 
Street.

LOW COST CLASS A CDL TRAINING.
 Accredited 6-week program. 
Meals & lodging available.  

2 locations.  
Fort Scott, 800-874-3722 

Kansas  City, 913-371-4668
Call to start your new career!

     Want a New Career?

Classes Start Monthly

Fort Scott Community College Truck Driving School

Bill helps home-owned carnivals
Letter from Topeka
By  State Rep. Ward Cassidy

ward.cassidy@house.ks.gov

I am writing this with one offi cial 
day left before the Legislature is to 
adjourn. It has been a long week, 
with hours spent in meetings and 
debating on the fl oor of the House.

No one seems to be able to tell 
when we will be done, but I will 
have a summary article following 
the end of the session.

Some good news for northwest 
Kansas – after fi ghting all year for 
home-owned carnivals, I carried the 
bill on the House fl oor, and it passed 
114 to 7. It had previously passed 
the Senate and is on its way to the 
governor’s offi ce. 

All of the negatives were taken 
out of the original bill. The only 
stipulation will be that our home-
owned carnivals will need to send 
proof of insurance to the state De-
partment of Labor. 

Recognizing that these home-

owned carnivals are a different type 
than the traveling carnivals, and not 
a Worlds of Fun-type amusement 
park, should free us of negative 
legislation for years to come.

I am sure everyone is aware also 
of the good news that most all of 
our small-town post offices will 
still operate. Sen. Jerry Moran has 
worked hard in Washington to help 
with this issue.

I would like to thank Lynn 

Doeden, hospital administrator in 
Oberlin, for organizing a meeting of 
many area hospital administrators 
and other health agencies with the 
head of the state Board of Healing 
Arts. 

Kathleen Lippert agreed to come 
to Oberlin and address our concerns 
with certifying health-care workers 
needed for northwest Kansas.

In a move that was both shocking 
and historical, the House rushed a 

Senate tax bill to the governor. I 
will not attempt to tell you of all 
the behind-the-scenes political 
maneuvering or the parliamentary 
procedures used to get it through.

 I will tell you that I could not 
vote for a tax plan that was not de-
bated and that shows a tremendous 
negative balance in just a few short 
years. 

I just pray that we do grow jobs 
and the economy. I would love to 
cut taxes, but I would like to have 
a chance for debate to fi ght for our 
area.

There is not much time left, and 
I have not updated news about the 
Kansas Public Employees Retire-
ment System. There is still a con-
ference committee meeting today, 
and I am hoping we can at least start 
some good legislation to help with 
this critical issue.

Re-districting makes for ugly politics
By REP. WARD CASSIDY
ward.cassidy@house.ks.gov

What a second year in the Leg-
islature! I have got to see fi rsthand 
how ugly politics can be. And it’s 
still not over.

The whole issue of the redis-
tricting process has amazed me. It 
amazes me how people can have 
$100,000 to $200,000 in their cam-
paign fund for an $88-a-day, 90-day 
job. 

I am sure most of you have read 
how there is a strong move by the 
governor and the conservatives in 
the Senate to move out the moder-
ate Republicans. That has caused 

important issues, yet to be solved, 
to be put on hold.

We did get a compromise from the 
House and Senate on the important 
issue of reforming the Kansas Pub-
lic Employees Retirement System. 
I feel I will be able to vote for the 
compromise, as it is at least a good 
fi rst step. 

I have felt all along that by allow-
ing new hires to remain in the cur-
rent program, we are just adding to 
the fi scal concerns. Many of the con-
cerns my constituents in the 120th 
District have expressed to me have 
been addressed in the compromise, 
other than putting a large chunk of 

money into the program. 
More than $40 million of casino 

money will go into the system this 
year. The projections do show that 
the program is safe for 30 years and 
should improve after that. There 
will not be a cost-of-living adjust-
ment in the future. I will have the 
final compromise on my website 
after the session.

How is this for a predicament? 
Last week, I voted against the Sen-
ate tax plan because of my fear of the 
negative fi scal projections showing 
it would run the state out of money 
in just a couple of years. The bill 
passed, however, and the governor 

has said he will sign it. 
He says he would prefer that 

the House and Senate conference 
committee develop a different plan. 
The conference committee came up 
with a plan that I still don’t like for 
northwest Kansas. If I don’t vote 
for this plan, though, the governor 
will sign the Senate plan that I really 
didn’t like.

Friday morning, most of the rep-
resentatives will wake up and have 
to move out of their apartments. 
There is a big race for rooms in 
Topeka, and all the available beds 
are sold out. That should help move 
things along. Who knows?

Senator had long, distinguished career
Last month, Indiana Republican 

primary voters retired six-term U.S. 
Sen. Richard Lugar. 

Ordinarily I don’t mind when 
an octogenarian senator of either 
party is forced into retirement. The 
Founding Fathers didn’t intend for 
elected federal offi ce to be a lifetime 
job. But in the case of Sen. Lugar, 
I feel confl icted. It’s worth taking a 
look at some of the highlights from 
his distinguished career.

I fi rst became familiar with Sen. 
Lugar while working on Capitol 
Hill shortly after my college gradu-
ation. One of the preeminent foreign 
policy issues of the day was the 
drive to place economic sanctions 
on the apartheid government in 
South Africa. 

I was particularly sensitive to the 
matter, having taken an undergradu-
ate class from Dr. Peter Walsh, one 
of the country’s leading African spe-
cialists at the time. Walsh had gained 
notoriety for his public efforts to 
push the Notre Dame administration 
to sell the university’s investments 
in companies that did business in 
South Africa.

President Ronald Reagan con-
sistently opposed economic sanc-
tions on South Africa, and regarded 
Nelson Mandela and his banned 
African National Congress Party 
as nothing more than communist 
sympathizers.

Lugar, who then chaired the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, led the drive to pass the 
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986, which 
imposed economic and political 
sanctions on South Africa. The bill 
became law when Congress over-
rode President Reagan’s veto. Prior 
to the override vote, Lugar issued a 
memorable statement pointing out 
the many times he had supported the 
president, and then explaining why 
he couldn’t on that occasion.

During his fi rst trip to the United 
States following his release from 
prison, Mandela personally thanked 
Lugar for his work on the bill. In 
2011, South African Ambassador 
to the U.S. Ebrahim Rasool pre-
sented Lugar with the Mandela 
Freedom Award for his “exceptional 
contribution to the struggle for the 
attainment of a nonracial, free and 
democratic South Africa.”

Other highlights of his career are 
testaments to his ability and will-
ingness to work across party lines. 
The Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Program (1992) established by a bill 
which came to be known as Nunn-
Lugar, was the fi rst post-Cold War 
measure that dealt with the need to 

Smoky Hill 
Observer

By Alan Jilka
aejilka@swbell.net

control and reduce stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons. His Democratic 
partner, former Georgia Sen. Sam 
Nunn, issued a statement following 
Lugar’s defeat saying “There is no 
doubt that the world is a safer place 
thanks to Dick Lugar.”

Other more recent examples of 
Lugar’s willingness to work across 
the aisle include his support for auto 
bailouts and the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty that passed the 
Senate in December of 2010. It 
would be hard to argue that he fre-
quently betrayed his conservative 
principals. The American Conser-

vative Union gives him a 77 percent 
lifetime voting record.

Lugar’s primary opponent, and 
Tea Party favorite, State Trea-
surer Richard Mourdock turned the 
senator’s statesmanlike demeanor, 
friendship with President Obama 
and willingness to seek bi-partisan 
compromises into political liabili-
ties.

After the primary results came 
in many commented on Lugar’s re-
markable career. Former Nebraska 
Republican Sen. Chuck Hagel, who 
served with him for 12 years in the 
Senate, was effusive in his praise. 

“There is not one senator in the 
Republican Party today who is in 
Dick Lugar’s universe…,” Hagel 
said. “He’s the kind of public ser-
vant and elected offi cial the country 
expects and deserves.”

Sen. Lugar made a gracious con-
cession speech, but later issued a 
more pointed statement regarding 
his opponent. He said he hoped 
Mourdock would prove to be a good 
senator, but went on to say that to 
do so “will require him to revise 
his stated goal of bringing more 
partisanship to Washington.”

I’m not in a position to give advice 
to residents of the Hoosier state for 
the upcoming general election. But 
surely a majority of Indiana voters 
don’t agree with Mourdock that the 
answer to Washington’s problems is 
more partisanship.

Alan Jilka of Salina is vice presi-
dent of Jilka Furniture, former 
mayor of Salina and a one-time 
Democratic candidate for Congress 
in the Kansas 1st District. 

Write
The Oberlin Herald encourages 

Letters to the Editor on any topic of 
public interest. Letters should be 
brief, clear and to the point. They 
must be signed and carry the address 
and phone number of the author.

Mail letters to 170 S. Penn Ave., 
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by e-mail 
to oberlinherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous 
letters. We sign our opinions and 
expect readers to do likewise.


