By CAROLYN PLOTTS
c.plotts@nwkansas.com

John Kettling is aman of vision.
He sees the future of Jennings,and
he sees it as very bright.

ABoulder,Colo.,transplant, Mr.
Kettling is also a man of action.
After buying a piece of property
on eBay, sight unseen, he said, he
found Jennings on amap and came
to inspect his purchase.

“The first thing Inoticed was ev-
eryone waved, like they knew me,”
he said. “That wasn’t something I
was used to.”

On that first visit, he met Mayor
Marge Hartzog, and she showed
him around. She helped him find
his property and explained some
of the workings of small-town life
to the city slicker. He learned that
no building permits are required
in Jennings, for instance, and that
was not what he was used to in
the city.

Mr. Kettling said he had in-
tended to build a home on his new
property, but during that trip, he
learned of a house that was slated
to be demolished and bought it,
too. After removing tons of debris
from the 130-year-old house and
restoring it with salvaged and
found objects, he moved in.

“I probably haven’t spent over
$80,” he said.

The house is rustic, with no
electricity or gas. But Mr. Ket-

tling is also resourceful and has
devised a method, using a battery
and an inverter, to power electrical
devices. He uses a propane tank
with an attached grate for heating
and cooking. His lighting during
the day comes from the sun, and
solar-powered lamps light his
home during the evening.

A physics teacher at an alterna-
tive school in Boulder, Mr. Ket-
tling says he has adopted Jennings
as his new hometown and plans to
retire there.

“This town has been so good
to me,” he said. “I asked myself,
‘How can I repay them?’”

That’s when he came up with the
idea foracommunity store, he said.
Inapressrelease,he said that “Jen-
nings is a vibrant community that
needs a commercial centerpiece.
People really wanted to see a store
come back to the Kansas Avenue
business district. My vision is that
Kansas Avenue will eventually be
lit up from one end of town to the
other. We’re not going to lose this
town.”

After meeting auctioneer Bob
Jones, Mr. Kettling took a look at
the building that had housed Jen-
nings’last grocery, the Lil’ Market.
He bought the building and began
the cleanup. He said he intends to
leave the old sign on the window,
but plans to call his innovative
store Surprise, “because you’ll
never know what to expect.”

He said his vision is to make the
store a nonprofit with any earn-
ings going back into the Jennings
community.

“I’m not into this to make mon-
ey,” hesaid. “It’s not about getting
rich.”

He wants to make the store a
special place. His inspiration is a
picture of a room at the exclusive
Bergdorf Goodman store in New
York. He said he wants his store
to be a place like none other, with
many distinctions, including a
lavish chandelier hanging from
the ceiling where paint now peels
from the walls, products displayed
onsilver trays and plush carpeting
on the floor.

He said he wants to bring items
toJennings that are top quality, but
below Walmart prices. He wants
to carry the finest chocolates and
Wolfgang Puck soups right along
with area products and crafts.

He said his idea is to start small,
testing the community’s reaction
to each new product. He will add
one item at a time with this rule:
“If the public doesn’t like what I
purchase, then I'll use it myself.”

Eventually, he said, he’ll carry
canned goods, staples,hard goods,
housewares and maybe even bolts
of cloth. As the store grows, each
new section will be specially de-
veloped and designed.

With lots of work on the build-
ing remaining to be done, Mr.
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JOHNKETTLING OF JENNINGS has workedlongand bought the former ‘Lil Market in downtown Jennings and
hard tohave his store, “Surprise,” ready todebutat thisyear’s has begun restoring the building and deciding on products
Firemen’s Fun Day in Jennings on Aug. 25. Mr. Kettling to stock.

Transplant to Jennings ready to revamp

— Herald staff photo by Carolyn Plotts

Kettling said he plans to have a
“sneak peek” by Firemen’s Fun
Day, Aug.25.

Mr. Kettling said Surprise will
be openonspecial days,some Sat-
urdays and celebration weekends
for the time being. He will start
adding steady days and hours of
operation later. He knows it will be
a slow process, but John Kettling
is also a patient man.

Still living primarily in Colo-
rado, Mr. Kettling said he doesn’t
know when he will retire from
teaching and move to Jennings
permanently. He makes the trip
at least once a month and plans to
bring new merchandise with him
each time. In his absence, though,
someone in Jennings will have
access to the store.

BorninEndicott,N.Y.,Mr.Ket-
tling said he moved to Colorado
when his father, who worked for
IBM, was transferred to Denver.
He graduated from Metropolitan
State College of Denver and before
teaching, made electro-mechanical
instruments.

Now, he is an avid spokesman
for the southeast Decatur County
town he hopes to call home.

“We have 97 homes in Jen-
nings,” Mr.Kettling said, “and we
want to keep every one. I love the
courtesy and camaraderie of the
people of Jennings. I still can’t get
over how nice everyone is.”

City Council meeting to cover budget and wells

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP
sdecamp@nwkansas.com

The Oberlin City Council will
meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday at The
Gateway to discuss next year’s city
budget and get an update on well
sites thathave been tested for drink-
ing water.

The council held a workshop
Thursday, July 12, in which mem-
bers reviewed the 2013 budget and
debated on how to pay for various
projects, city expenses and future
concerns. The council will hold a
public hearing atthis meeting where
people can voice any opinions, sug-
gestions or worries they have about
the budget.

“It’s a public hearing,” City Ad-
ministrator Karen Larson said,
“and this is the time that people
can come and say what they would
like to about the budget before we
finish it up.”

The budget will likely be ap-
proved and made official by the end
of the meeting, she added.

Family clinic
down a doctor

The Family Practice Clinic and
Decatur County Hospital are down
a provider, at least for the time
being.

Administrator Lynn Doeden
said Dr. Steven Albert isn’t seeing
patients until further notice. This
arrangement started last Monday,
she said, adding that she isn’t com-
menting on the reason.

Mrs. Doeden said Dr. Albert
hasn’tquitand hasn’tbeen fired, but
his privileges have been suspended.
Dr. Albert was hired in September.

Also on the schedule is a water
update from Miller and Associates,
the engineering firm out of McCook
that has supervised test-drilling of
wells for the city’s drinking water
supply.Atthe last meeting,engineer
Chris Miller said that final testing
on the drinkability of the last well
drilled should be ready.

This is particularly important,
Mrs. Larson said, as the city needs to
make the temporary water permits
for the current well sites permanent
by Aug. 16.

The Decatur County Amusement Authority

needs your help for the concession stand at

the fair. Three open shifts from 9 p.m. to close

Tuesday, August 7, Wednesday, August 8, and
Saturday August 11. All groups paid
$4 per hour. Youth groups required
to have 2 adults. Contact Valerie

v/ Faris (785) 470-1561.
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RE-ELECT RICK BILLINGER-HOUSE OF REPRESEN'I'A'I'IVES

* Fiscal Responsibility: Reduced wasteful spending [T
and improved government efficencies. Worked hard turning a [ /57
550 million deficit into a 100 million surplus WITHOUT raising

faxes.

* Lowering Work Comp rates: Made adjustments
to close work comp loopholes, which will result in lower rate for
businesses. First time adjustments were made since 1992.

* Filling Western Kansas jobs and
lowering unemployment: Wrote and got passed out of House bill to fill unfilled jobs in
Western Kansas and lower unemployment rate in Kansas.
o Unemployment rates: Worked on legislation to lower rates charged fo businesses,
which also resulted in savings to state of 10-12 million per year.

RICK BILLINGER

State House of Representatives

o Effective & Respected Leadership Achieving Results.
* You can count on Rick to be your voice in Topeka!
Paid for by Billinger for Kansas. Doug Sederstrom PA CPA, Treasurer

* Wednesday, August 1,2012 THE OBERLIN HERALD 3A

State Rep. Billinger
canvasses Oberlin

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP

sdecamp@nwkansas.com

State Rep.Rick Billinger stopped
through Oberlin on Thursday to
hand out brochures and talk to
people about his campaign for re-
election in the Republican primary
as a state representative.

“I’m a conservative Republi-
can,” he said, “and that means
someone that is pro-life, pro-gun,
pro-schools, pro-agriculture and
pro-business.”

Rep. Billinger is currently the
representative for the 121st Dis-
trict, including Graham, Sheridan,
Thomas and Sherman counties.
Because of the recent re-drawing
of district lines by a federal court,
however, he was thrown into the
new 120th District representing
Sherman, Wallace,Cheyenne,Raw-
lins and Decatur counties, as well
as the northwest corner of Thomas
county and the City of Colby.

Rep. Ward Cassidy of St. Francis
represents the district today; the
men say they are friends and have
worked together the last couple of
years.

Mr. Billinger said his biggest goal
ifre-elected is to introduce a bill that
would grant a three-year exemption
to the income tax if a person has
been unemployed for over a year,
lives in a county with more than 5
percent unemployment and moves
toaRural Opportunity Zone county.
of which Decatur County is one.

“This is good for both sides,” he
said. “For rural counties, it adds
another family to the community,
and someone who is going to fill
a job.

“It also benefits the state of Kan-
sas. If you figure that family makes
$50,000 a year, and has no deduc-
tions, their tax liability would be
about $1,500 in state income tax.
But what the state of Kansas is pay-
ing them for unemployment, food
assistance and other programs gen-
erally is more than the $1,500 that it
would cost the state in income tax.
So potentially, the state would save
approximately $20,000 for every
family that moved out west.”

Redistricting happens once every
10 years and divides election dis-
tricts according to population,

State Rep. Cassidy
works for schools

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP
sdecamp@nwkansas.com

Thanks to the redistricting plan
for state legislative seats draw
up by a federal court, Rep. Ward
Cassidy of St. Francis islosing some
constituents, gaining others, and
running in the Republican primary
next week against his good friend
Rick Billinger.

Rep. Billinger (of Goodland) of
course, is in the same position. Both
of the men have had nothing but
good things to say about the other in
interviews. It is, perhaps, the most
amiable of election races.

Mr. Cassidy’s 120th District lost
Norton and Phillip’s counties, but
gained Sherman and the northwest
corner of Thomas, including both
the cities of Goodland and Colby,
where Rick Billinger represented.

“I’'m a western Kansas Republi-
can,” Mr. Cassidy said when asked
whatkind of Republican he consid-
ers himselfto be. “I try to trick them
down there (in Topeka); others are
conservative or moderate, and I’'m
justfor whatever’s good for western
Kansas.”

When it comes to working in
Topeka, Mr. Cassidy said, his big-
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gest passion is schools. He’s been
involved with schools for 43 years,
he said,as acoach,teacher and prin-
cipal.Healsohas aspecialistdegree
(between amaster’s and adoctorate)
in education finance.

“That’s one of the issues I wantto
fight for,” he said. “I’m one of the
few guys who knows how school fi-
nance works.Ifre-elected,I’ll likely
be the education budget chair. There
are 165 representatives (House and
Senate), and not one of them lists
“educator” as an occupation.

“Schools are very important for
our area. I understand (the way
schools work) and fought for it these
last two years. I had a pretty good
pull last year, getting money for the
schools. But it wasn’t enough, it’s
abattle ....

“Rick is a good guy,” he con-
tinued, “but he didn’t get as many
things accomplished as I did.”

“Ireally do think I made a differ-
ence in my first two years ... The
disappointing thing is how few
people vote .... Only 20 percent
of voters turn up for the primaries.
Andeverything our state and federal
government does affects us.”

OSTMEYER

40th DISTRICT SENATE

Conservative

Republican

Values for

Western Kansas

& Fair & Suitable Funding of Our Schools
@ Strong Reverence for Traditional Family

Value, including the Basic Right to Life
@ Protect Vital Services for Seniors and

Disabled Citizens

@ The Vision to Streamline

Government and Reduce

Tax Burden on Our Citizens.
@ Create More Jobs by

Making Kansas More Business Fr1end1y
@ Always put needs of the District first

Leadership that works for Western Kansas.

Mission Statement:
“My commitment to the Kansas 40th Senate District is sim-
ple. I will stand up for what is right. I will fight for what is
best for all of Western Kansas. I will respect life from the
moment of conception to the time of natural death.”

Re-elect

. Kansas State Senator

Tested.

Vote August 7 - Primary Election
Pol. Adv. paid for by Ostmeyer Campaign Fund, Lori Edwards, Treasurer




