
10 locations, including 
Oberlin, Jennings, Hern-
don, Atwood, Norcatur, 
Colby, Norton, Selden 
and Oakley.

Bauer Financial has 
consistently awarded 
The Bank its highest 
“Five Star” rating, and 
the bank is one of four its 
size in Kansas holding 
an “Outstanding Com-
munity Reinvest Act” 
rating. In 1995, the Farm Journal 
recognized The Bank as “the best 
place in Kansas to get farm financ-
ing.” 

In 1996 Mr. Gaskill received 
the title “Best Farm Lender” from 
American Banker, published in 
New York.

Today, The Bank carries not only 
a Preferred Lender designation 
but also is the “Top Farm Service 
Agency Lender” in the state. Mr. 
Gaskill has been active in the state 
Bankers Association, having served 
on the Federal Affairs committee, 
governing council and board.

Besides banking, he has been 
in the cattle and ranch-
ing business near Trini-
dad, Colo., and owns and 
manages the Turkey Creek 
Ranch in Wallace County.  

He and his wife of 49 
years, have a son, Guy, 
who is executive vice presi-
dent and manager of  The 
Bank at Winona, and two 
daughters, Lori Gaskill, of 
Lakewood, Colo., and Mrs. 
Metcalf. They have seven 

grandchildren.

gregations in collecting for the 
pantry. When they realized they’d 
won the prize again, she said, they 
called up the pantry to see what 
people needed. 

Peanut butter and macaroni 
and cheese were the top hits, 
she said, so they put in an order 
with Raye’s Grocery owner Kirk 
Brown for those items and others 
in bulk. They still  didn’t spend 
the prize all in one place.

“We didn’t have an air condi-
tioner this summer,” Mr. Hilker 
said. “It went out the day it was 
117 degrees. Our house was 
built in the 1950s, and I guess 
the furnace and air conditioner 

both hadn’t been replaced since 
then.”

When they ordered a new air 
conditioner from R&M Service 
Center, the man who came to 
help install it said that there was 
no room for the new machinery 
with a furnace that big, so they 
were forced to replace both the 
air conditioner and furnace – and 
it doubled the price. 

So the rest of the prize went 
toward ensuring this winter’s 
heat and next summer’s cooling. 
And hopefully, in the end, a little 
more warmth in the bellies of 
those who need it in these hard 
times. 

*Power bills, rates
   will be studied
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*Newcomer
   wants to save
   city’s money

*Winner shops here
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*Local bank owner
   gets 50-year award

$1,000 SHOPPING SPREE WINNER Lyle Hilker 
decided to spend part of his prize on supplies for the food 
pantry, which said that macaroni and cheese was their No. 
1 item in demand. He said he also made a payment on an 
air conditioner he had to replace this summer at R&M 
Service Center.        — Herald staff photo by Stephanie DeCamp
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Bob Gaskill

Only..

Short Box Out Doorsmen Pkg Diesel 4X4 Auto Key-
less Entry Xm Radio With U Connect Trailer Tow Pkg

Msrp $53,705 After All Discounts

2012RAM3500
CREWCAB

Only.. $46,003

Only.. $29,995

Pkg 4X4 V-8 Sunroof Keyless Entry Bucket Seats
Local Trade Low Miles

2010 FORDF-150 SUPER
CREWFX4

Short Box Laramie Pkg Heated And Cooled Seats
Navigation Tonneau Cover Rhino Bed Liner Loaded Msrp $47,710

After All Discounts

2012RAM1500
CREWCAB

Only.. $41,132

Short Box Slt Big Horn Pkg 4X4 Diesel
Auto Clean 1-0Wner

2008DODGERAM3500
QUADCAB

Only.. $27,995

Only.. $48,603

Short box Laramie PKG Diesel 4x4 Auto Heated
seats Nav remote start Rhino Liner Loaded MSRP

$56,565 after all discounts Only!

2012RAM3500
CREWCAB

Only.. $10,995

Xlt Pkg Fx4 4X4 Keyless Entry Alloy Wheels
Local Trade

2004 FORDF-150
SUPERCREW

Only.. $6,795

Max Keyless Entry Alloy Wheels Xm
Radio Dvd Nice Local Trade

2004 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

Dually Laramie Pkg Diesel Auto 4X4 Heated Leather
Seats Very Clean Local 1-Owner

2007DODGERAM3500
QuadCab

Only.. $29,995

Long Box Slt Big Horn Pkg Hemi4x4 Auto Bucket
Seats Remote Start Touch Screen Radio Blow Out

Special

2012RAM2500
CREWCAB

Only.. $35,564

Long Box Slt Pkg Diesel 4X4 Auto New Tires
Clean Local Trade

1999DODGERAM2500
REGCAB

$10,995

Only.. $36,985

Long Box 4X4 Diesel Auto Keyless Entry Trailer
Tow Pkg Sirius Sat Radio Msrp $43,910 After All

Discounts

2012RAM2500
REGCAB

Only.. $9,695

Bucket Seats Alloy Wheels Xm Radio Keyless Entry
Remote Start Local Trade Low Miles

2009 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LT

V-8 4X4 Keyless Entry Sirius
Sat Radio Local Trade

2006DODGEDAKOTA
SLTCREWCAB

Only.. $15,995

Laramie Heated And Cooled Seats Navigation
Sunroof Dvd Diesel4x4 Auto Msrp $60,605 After

All Discounts

2012RAM3500
MEGACAB

Only.. $52,170

Dually 8.1L 4X4 Auto Lt Pkg Keyless Entry
Clean 1-0Wner

2006 CHEVROLET 3500
H.D EXTCAB

Only..$15,995

Only.. $25,995

Awd Hemi Sunroof Leather Dvd 3Rd Row Seating
Every Options 34,000 Local 1-Owner Miles

2008 CHRYSLERASPEN
LIMITED

Only.. $13,995

Keyless Enry Pwr. Seat Xm
Radio Chrome Wheels

2010 CHEVROLET
MALIBU 1LT

Short Box Xlt Pkg V-10 4X4 Auto Keyless Entry
Local Trade Lady Driven

2001 FORDF-250
CREWCAB

Only.. $9,295

Kompressor Heated Leather Seats Pwr.Sunroof
Keyless Entry Remote Start Very Clean Local Trade

2004MERCEDES
C230

Only.. $11,795

Pkg Crew Cab Z-714X4 Keyless Entry Remote Start
Xm Radio Low Miles Local Trade

2007 CHEVROLET
COLORADOLT

Only.. $17,995

Only.. $28,995

Slt Big Horn Pkg Hemi 4X4 Auto Keyless Entry
Sirius Sat Radio New Tires 1-Owner

2010DODGERAM2500
MEGACAB

Only.. $8,995

Cruiser Touring Sunroof Keyless Entry
Cool Vanilla Clean Local Trade

2007 CHRYSLERPT

Short Box Express Pkg Hem I 4X4 Chrome 20”
Wheels Keyless Entry Sirius Sat Radio Msrp

$37,300 After All Discounts

2012RAM1500
CREWCAB

Only.. $31,450

UNLIMITED 3-PIECE HARD TOP 4X4 AUTO
LOCAL 1-0WNER

2008 JEEPWRANGLER
SAHARA

Only.. $21,995

Rallye Pkg 4Cyl Multi Air Turbo S.4” Touch Screen
Navigation Dvd System With Back Up Camera

Up To 39Mpg’s

ALLNEW2013
DODGEDART

Only.. $23,460

TAILGATE SALETAILGATE SALE

401 EAST B STREET, McCOOK, NE
800-345-0031 • 308-345-5200 www.devenychryslerjeepdodge.com

CHRYSLER - JEEP - DODGE - RAM

Mr. Bowen said this is not the first 
time he has been called on to de-
fend the Constitution of the United 
States. He served 15 years in the 
Navy, he said, touring the Mediter-
ranean and Red seas and serving in 
Operation Desert Storm. 

Mr. Bowen said his goals are 
clear: He wants to save money, cut 
expenses and curtail city ordinances 
that he sees as a violation of consti-
tutional rights. 

“I’d like to stop the hemorrhag-
ing,” he said, “the money going out 
of here the last year is ridiculous … 
I think the pool project is a waste 
of money. I think our current pool 
could be repiped and be just fine. 
The city can’t afford $2.5 million 
right now.

“The current ordinance (on 
blighted property) is a clear viola-
tion of our constitutional rights – it’s 
against the law to refuse right of en-
try, specifically. And that’s against 
the Fourth Amendment. 

“Right of entry is about when she 
(Jan Ackerman, the code enforce-
ment officer employed by the city 
to enforce the blighted property 
ordinance) can enter a property, and 
according to our ordinance, it says 
that ‘it shall be a violation of this 
code to deny the officer the right of 
access and entry of private property 
…,’ which is against the Fourth and 
Fifth Amendments, and Article 15 
of the Kansas Bill of Rights.”

The Fourth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution guards against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, 
and also requires a warrant for these, 
as well as a showing of probable 
cause. The Fifth protects citizens 

from abuse of government authority 
in legal procedures. And lastly, Ar-
ticle 15 of the Kansas Bill of Rights 
states the “right of the people to be 
secure in their persons and property 
against unreasonable searches and 
seizures shall be inviolate; and no 
warrant shall issue but on probable 
cause, supported by oath or affir-
mation, particularly describing the 
place to be searched and the persons 
or property to be seized.”

Mr. Bowen said he moved here 
from Central City, Colo. He lived 
there for seven years and in Denver 
for 14. He bought a house in Oberlin 
when his mother fell ill, and he came 
home to take care of her. She has 
since passed away, but Mr. Bowen 
remained, working as a handyman. 
His father, Marlin Bowen, owns 
Cabin Antiques.

“It’s a great town,” he said about 
Oberlin, “but when I moved here, it 
seemed a lot better than it does now. 
I felt that people were a lot more 
friendly than they are today, and I 
don’t understand why. 

“I’m kind of hoping to pull the 
community together, and I would 
like to see a Community Day, like 
one day out of the month when 
we all get together and help these 
people with blighted properties. I 
think we need a date and time to 
come out and do it – something solid 
for people to plan around.”

Mr. Bowen said that anyone and 
everyone is welcome to talk to him 
regarding city policies and actions. 
He encouraged people to e-mail 
him through the city website, www.
oberlinks.com. E-mail for council 
members may be sent to citycoun-
cil@oberlinkansas.gov.

collection rates to make sure that 
revenues and costs are aligned so 
the city won’t come up short at the 
end of the year. Mrs. Larson said 
that results of the review should be 
available by the next meeting. 

• Heard back from the city’s 
insurance firm that the breaker and 
switches the city bought for repair 
of the electrical substation cost 
$23,000. They also heard that three 
cooling fans and six radiators in the 
transformer that is being repaired 
are bad, which will cost another 
$25,000, for a total of $48,000 that 
the insurance company will be 
paying. They have already paid 
$430,000 so far, and will pay up 
to $500,000 for the repairs, which 
should be complete by October.

• Decided to hire someone to 
do the city’s mowing, which Mrs. 
Larson said will cost about $17,000, 

which is considerably less than they 
would have to pay were they to hire 
a full-time groundskeeper for city 
property. 

• Heard that the ballot for the 
swimming pool tax issue went to 
the courthouse and will be printed 
in this and next week’s issues of The 
Oberlin Herald. 

• Heard from water manager Wil-
lard Perrin that the annual sewer 
cleaning will begin on Monday, 
Aug. 27, west of U.S. 83 and south 
of Ash Street. It will be in the same 
district as the hospital, and homes 
that will be affected will receive 
tags regarding the process. He also 
reported that water use was down 
to about 600,000 gallons a day, and 
only hit 700,000 one day recently. 
The city’s wells are down a total 
of about 5 feet since the drought 
started, he said.

STAMP IT
Custom and 
Stock Stamps for 
a wide variety 
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and home 
applications.

170 S. Penn — Oberlin, Kansas
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