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and nature scenes.

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP

sdecamp@nwkansas.com

The Holiday Craft Fair at The
Gateway on Saturday featured
50 vendors using 66 tables, and
pulled in an estimated 600 people
shopping and browsing for holi-
day goodies.

The show,put on by the Decatur
County Area Chamber of Com-
merce, ran from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

As people drove up to the en-
trance, they were welcomed by a
bright display of wind ornaments
outside, which they would find for
sale at the first booth. Inside, The
Gateway’s main room was filled
with the chatter and buzzing of
bargaining.

“We gave away around 25 door
prizes throughout the day,” said
Chamber President David Swank.
“We gave out tickets as people
came through the door and then
drew for the prizes from that. We
stopped giving out the tickets at 2
p.m.,and by then, had given away
520.So with two more hours to go,
I'thinkit’s a good estimate that we
had around 600 people.”

The vendors ranged from peo-
ple selling company products to
authors with their books, and of
course,people fromall over the re-
gion with their particular crafts.

Marilyn Criger of Bridgeport,
Neb., had four tables and an inde-
pendent stand to feature her prod-
ucts, which she said she has been
making for more than 50 years.

“Most of what I do is utilize
things that other people throw
away,” she said, “like the pop-
bottle dolls.”

The dolls were made of old glass
pop bottles with doll heads on the
top and various outfits sewn or
woven around them. Mrs. Criger,
who operates under the name of

THEANNUALHOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR on Saturd
with products as diverse as they were. Gene Holsman (above) carved wooden toys and
ornaments, among them elaborate cars and cupboards. Crafter Marilyn Criger brought
a collection of pop-bottle dolls (below) that she displayed between her wooden angels
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Cratt fair draws crowd

ay pulled 50 vendors fromall over,

Grandma’s Treasure Chest, said
that the creation was born of ne-
cessity more than anything.

“I bought a store out,” she ex-
plained, “and inside were all these
doll heads, boxes of them.Ididn’t
want to use them for anything.
Then there were the old pop bottles
—TI'had collected so many of them
that I couldn’t get into my garden
shed anymore. So I put them to-
gether. EverythingI doisthat way;
evenmy Santa Clauses here are on
abase of a plastic pop bottle.”

Sharon Slabaugh, one of the
many vendors from Oberlin, setup
herboothto sell Watkins Products,
which she said include natural and
alternative food and personal-care
products.

“If you know alot of cancer pa-
tients,” she said, “they tend to shy
away from aluminum. It can be a
cancer-causing agent. So I have
here aluminum-free baking pow-
der for baking cakes and such. A

lot of the store-bought cake mixes
have aluminum in them.

“I'also have aluminum-free un-
derarm deodorant, which has sold
out today. But the big sellers that I
always try tokeep in stock are pep-
pers, cinnamon and vanillas.”

“Italkedtoalot of the vendors,”
said Mr. Swank, “and they were
very pleased with the response by
the community and the number
of people that came out. Sales
were really good, and everybody
thoughtit wentreally well because
everyone was really happy.

“The next thing on the Cham-
ber’s agenda will be the annual
membership banquetin mid tolate
January. We’ll send out letters,and
then all the people who become
members or renew their member-
ship are invited to the dinner. It’s
nothing terribly fancy, but we’ll
have speakers, and it’s a nice way
to say ‘thank you’to our members
for supporting the Chamber.”
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With a Price That Fits Your Budget

Whether you're in the market for a storage building, horse
barn or farm shop, Morton Buildings can construct a building
that meets your needs without breaking your budget.

Eight offices serving Kansas

800-447-7436

mortonbuildings.com
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Steady, Year-Round Work

We need individuals with stable work
history for a year-round general
laborer position in Levant KS.

No experience necessary. We are
willing to train the right person.
Must have good attitude, be willing
to learn, know how to work hard
and have common sense. This is a
hands-on job so mechanical apti-
tude is a plus. Clean background
and drug free.

Great benefits: health and life in-
surance premium paid 100% for
employee, dental, vision, 401(k)
with company match, and profit
sharing for full-time employees.

Apply in person, send resume, or call

Bartlett Grain Company, L.P.
407 Bartlett Ave. Levant, KS
jobs@bartlettandco.com
fax 816-753-1775
800-860-7290
EOE/AA/D/V/Drug Screen/Background Checks
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County insurance bill
to go down next year

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP
sdecamp@nwkansas.com

Decatur County will save 2.9
percent on next year’s employee
health insurance premiums, thanks
toadecrease in the amount of claims
filed last year.

Overall, county commissioners
received an excellent quarterly
report from the county’s insurance
agent last Tuesday.

“Your group has done exactly
what we like,” said Randy Dick,
the county’s agent from Kaw Val-
ley Insurance. “You’re one of the
groups thatknows how it works and
what to do.

“From your standpoint, you’ve
put yourself in a position where
you’re still giving your employees
good benefits, and you’re able to
provide well for your group.”

The majority of the money that
the county pays the company goes
into areserve for employees’ insur-
ance claims, he said. When there is
money left over at the end of the
year, it’srolled over to the next year,
Mr. Dick said. This why the county
will have a 2.9 percent decrease in
its bill for 2013.

After the report, commission-
ers passed a motion to renew the
county’s plan for next year.

They also heard the county’s
property insurance report from the
Kansas County Association Multi-

Line Pool, which said the county
had a zero loss ratio through July.

Larry Sharp, a representative
for the pool, said the cooperative
likes to keep the loss ratio under 60
percent. In 2011, the county’s was
40 percent.

Commissioner Stan McEvoy
pointed out that there will be at
least one claim this year, for an
ambulance that hit a deer a few
weeks back, but Mr. Sharp said
that shouldn’t affect the loss ratio
by much.

“Youmighthave had some claims
in August, September, and Octo-
ber,” he said, “but you’re on record
here for having a zero loss. To be
frank, it’s 70 percent flat luck. But
luck and good risk management is
what it’s about. The other 30 per-
cent is liability, and that is all about
training.”

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

*Heard from Fire Chief Bill Cath-
cart that the Decatur County Rural
Fire Department will need toreplace
six mobile radios, one handheld
and 10 pagers to comply with the
narrow-banding process required
by federal regulations.

Basically, the county has to re-
place and reprogram its radios to be
on a narrower frequency to comply
with regulations, commissioners
said. To be compliant with Topeka,

they said, this mustbe done by Janu-
ary. The whole program may cost
the county $25,000 to $30,000, said
Road Supervisor Tim Stallman. Mr.
Cathcartestimated his department’s
cost at around $7,700.

* Heard that Commissioner Stan
McEvoy will now represent the
northwest region of Kansas on the
board of the Kansas Association of
Counties.

“The board decides on any legis-
lative issues that are being presented
to them from the counties,” said
Commissioner Gene Gallentine,
“to see if the motion needs to be
moved to the state Legislature for
consideration. They work in the best
interest of the counties.”

“It’s a good deal to have Stan on
that,” added Commissioner Ralph
Unger, who has also served on the
board. “He has anumber of years of
experience,and I like to see Decatur
County involved.He’s the right man
for the job.”

* Approved the purchase of a
third computer for Janet Meitl, the
clerk of the district court. Mrs. Meitl
said that when she asked for the two
computers a few weeks ago, she
forgot that they would be training
incoming judges on the accounting
system the office uses. This system
no longer operates with the version
of Windows on the current com-
puter, she said.

Pick’em contest wraps up

Sincelast week’s Pigskin Pick’em
story gotlostin the shuffle, we have
the information for both weeks in
this paper. And last week’s paper
had the last contest of the season.

Next week, we’ll announce the
big winner.

This week, we had four people
come up with all eight winning
teams.

Wilbur Reichert, Dresden, had
all the teams right and was closest
onthe tiebreaker score. He wins the
$15 first prize.

Sarah Smith, Oberlin, was next
closest on the tiebreaker. She wins
the $10 second prize, paid in scrip.

Tim Hrnchir, Oberlin, came in
third and wins the $5 third prize.
Kelly Brown, Oberlin, also got all
eight correct.

Getting seven right this week
were Anna and Clayton Carter,
Jennings; Rusty Addleman and Tom
Martin, Oberlin; and Cheri Kastens,
Herndon.

Coming in with six of eight were
Megan Carter, Jennings, and Jerry
Schuetz, Jordan Davenport and
Gary Anderson, Oberlin.

Scores this week:

e Baylor over Texas Tech, 52-
45.

e Oregon over Oregon State,
48-24.

¢ Alabama over Auburn, 49-0.

¢ Utah over Colorado, 42-35.

* Notre Dame over University of
Southern California, 22-13.

* Nebraska over Iowa, 13-7.

* Oklahoma over Oklahoma
State, 51-48.

* Colorado State over New Mex-
ico, 24-20.

e Texas A&M over Missouri,
59-29.

Last week, five people came
up with seven out of eight games
right. The upset victory by Baylor
over Kansas State tripped up most
people.

Warren Bainter, Oberlin, had
seven right and came closest to the
score of the tie breaker. He wins
$15 in scrip.

Clayton Carter also had seven
right and was second closest to the
tie breaker. She will get the $10
second prize. Anna Carter was next
on the tie breaker, and she gets the
$5 third prize.

Also missing just one game were
Gary Anderson and Kelly Brown.

Getting six out of eightright were
Megan Carter, Wilbur Reichert,
Tom Martin, Tim Hrnchir and Linda
Hollowell, Oberlin.

Guessing five correct were Rusty
Addleman, Jordan Davenport,
Sarah Smith and Jim Hollowell,

Oberlin.

Coming up with four correct were
Jerry Schuetz and Cheri Kastens.

All eligible scores are recorded.
Atthe end of the contest, the contes-
tant picking the most correct games
will receive a trophy and $50 in
scrip money.

Winnings can be spent only at
the sponsors: Ward Drug Store.
the LandMark Inn, Fredrickson
Insurance Agency, Decatur Co-op,
Hansen Mueller, Creative Collision
and The Oberlin Herald.

Scores from last week were:

* Baylor over Kansas State, 52-
24.

¢ Alabama over Western Carolina,
49-0.

e Jowa State over Kansas, 51-
23.

* Washington over Colorado.
38-3.

¢ Nebraska over Minnesota, 38-
14.

* Oklahoma over West Virginia,
50-49.

e Oklahoma State over Texas
Tech, 59-21.

*Boise State over Colorado State,
42-14.

* Syracuse over Missouri, 31-
27.

Beware of new energy scam

Midwest Energy,an energy coop-
erative based in Hays that supplies
natural gas in Oberlin, warned cus-
tomers this month thatanew scamis
spreading across the nation,and that
people in northwest Kansas need to
be aware of it, lest they get taken.

The scam involves either a re-
cording or a person calling your
phone. The caller says that you
are eligible for an “Obama energy
credit,” the firm says.

After the scammer gains your

trust, he or she will ask for your
personal information, such as bank
account numbers. More than 50,000
people have been taken advantage
of so far, with the scam spreading
west from Florida since April.
“We’re not aware of any scams
targeting any customers in Kansas,”
said Shana Read, director of com-
munications for Kansas Electric
Cooperatives in Topeka. “Given the
nationwide reach of this scam, it’s
prudent to make people aware that

it is happening.”

If you have any doubts as to
whether someone on the phone or
otherwise talking to you isinvolved
with the company, said Michael Sa-
deghi, director of customer service
at Midwest, call (800) 222-3121
to speak with a representative and
make sure.

“We would never call a customer
and demand bank information,” he
added.
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Oberlin Area Concert Band

Christmas Concert

—— Sunday, December 2, 2012, 7:30 PM (Note time change)
¢ Decatur Community High School
¢ Sponsored by Oberlin Arts & Humanities Commission
e Season Ticket event or $12/adults, $7/students grades 1-12
e For information call Ella Betts 785-475-3557 or Mary Henzel 785-470-0218
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