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We can do a complete STAR building package including concrete work and 
interior fi nishing for AG, Commercial, or Residential buildings of any size.

FREE ESTIMATE
Mobile: 308-340-6682, 308-345-4373

 800-847-4373
1112 West 10th St., McCook, NE 69001

Fax: 308-345-7845

and Storage Units
Authorized Dealer

Congratulations to the 2012 Conservation winners!

• A full service bank with multiple locations  
in the county to serve you!

• See us for checking and savings accounts, 
including Health Savings Accounts.

• Certifi cates of Deposit and IRA. 
• Internet and telephone banking.
• Drive up ATM at the Oberlin location.
• Loans for personal, commercial, Ag 
 and Real Estate.

Money for Rent!

Branches in Oberlin, Norcatur, Selden or Jennings

GREG AND STEPHANIE Ritter won this year’s conservation award for their 
terraces, which span six and a half miles over their fields. 
					                 – Herald staff photo by Stephanie DeCamp

STEVE RITTER, who farms next to and with his brother Greg, also won the 
soil conservation award for terraces. The erosion-preventative mounds will last 
up to 30 years, he said.			             – Herald staff photo by Stephanie DeCamp

minimum-till and conventional farming. The 
methods work well for the family, he said, and 
are used in rotation.

“Wind and water are major causes of soil 
erosion,” he said. “The no-till helped yields 
because of the residue that conserved moisture, 
and conservation does become more important 
in times of drought. Our wheat, for example, 
seems to be doing OK for now, but more mois-
ture is still needed.”

“The terraces are built from the dirt,” said 
brother Steven, “with a channel that holds the 
water, and keeps it from eroding and cutting 
gullies through the field.

“There’s cost involved, but you can do it 

anyway you want to do it. You can go through a 
cost-share program or do it yourself.”

Steven said that the terraces took about two 
weeks to build, but that they require a bit of 
maintenance, too. 

“It depends on if you happen to get a large or 
heavy rain,” he said, “where the terrace would 
overflow and get a break in it. But you can get 
20 to 30 years out of these.

“It also depends on what kind of residue you 
leave between the crops. The residue holds the 
water in place, and keeps it from eroding and 
hitting the soil. Depending on the residue, it will 
help to preserve the terrace that’s there.”


