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Testing the waters: quality where it counts

    “We’re Ready to Handle Your
Ag Chemical Application.”
Serving you from seven locations:

Lenora
 785-622-4325

Oberlin
785-475-2234 

Kanona  
 785-678-2312

 Jennings
785-678-2313

Danbury, NE
  308-895-2421

Herndon
785-322-5281 

Ludell
785-626-3842

Norcatur
785-693-4321

Your farm is your life and your livelihood. Let us help you conserve our 
precious soil and increase your profi ts. We would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate the 2012 Kansas Bankers Award Winners. It 
is our pleasure to serve Northwest Kansas and Southwest Nebraska with 
quality, professional service since 1995.

We have the Equipment
to handle all your 

Dirt Construction needs!
●Scraper ●Blade ●Terracer
 
 • Dozer service now available.
Specializing in: • Complete terracing service
 • Pond Cleaning • New Terraces 
  • Flat channel terraces
 • Rebuilding of existing terraces 
  • Township roads
• Be sure to be aware of your farm plan and know  
the condition of your old terraces. Our equipment is Laser-Equipped 

for greater accuracy in leveling your terraces.

Dust Cloud Construction, Inc.
Dave Bose, owner/operator — Oberlin, Kansas — 785-475-2394

OBERLIN 
AUTOMOTIVE

Congratulations to the 2012 
Conservation Award Winners

“Be sure to see us for all your repair needs.”

E. Hwy. 36 — 475-2278 — 1-800-794-5008

LARRY LIVELY planted his award-winning windbreaks in spring of 2008. He 
said that eventually, they’ll grow to be as high as 25 feet tall.
                 – Herald staff photo by Stephanie DeCamp

By CAROLYN PLOTTS
c.plotts@nwkansas.com

Every year the Kansas Bankers Association 
recognizes a farm family who has taken mea-
sures to improve and protect water quality. This 
year the award goes to Ward and Jodi Votapka 
for their work in maintaining nutrients in the 
soil.

Using a soil probe, Mr. Votapka takes about 15 
samples for every 40 acres of field he plans on 
harvesting a crop from the next year. The loca-
tion of every sample is carefully noted, and the 
soil samples are analyzed by Olson Agriculture 

Lab in McCook. Test results indicate the areas 
of his fields that need to be fertilized, he said, so 
this way he’s monitoring the soil levels and not 
applying fertilizer where it’s not needed.

Mr. and Mrs. Votapka live one and a half 
miles north of Oberlin on U.S. Highway 83, 
in a lovely country home built 12 years ago by 
Mike Elwood. They have two sons, Chase and 
Connor, who are both out of college. 

Mrs. Votapka is the director of the lab at 
Decatur County Hospital. Mr. Votapka is a life-
long native of Decatur County. His parents are 
Janette Votapka and the late Howard Votapka.


