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“The only difference be-
tween death and taxes is that
death doesn’t get worse every
time Congress meets.”

— Will Rogers

Nov.4,1879 - Aug.5,1935
Actor and humorist
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For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of
God. For it is written, “T will
destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will bring to noth-
ing the understanding of the
prudent.”

—1I Corinthians 1:18-19

Foreign money can’t seem to get spent

You could call this column an
update on finances and felines.

Does anyone remember the euros
[ gavetooldestdaughter and son-in-
law for Christmas and Hanukkah?

I gave $200 in euros to the chil-
dren because they were planning a
trip to England. It was only later that
[ learned that they still use pounds
in England, but the kids didn’t get
to goon the trip anyway. Talk about
your star-crossed gifts.

Then I learned last week that the
story has a second chapter, even
weirder than the first.

One of the reasons the kids didn’t
go to England is Nik’s sister, who
lives there, was planning to come
over here at the same time, which
she did.

After she went back home, her
mother Julee decided to go visit
her in England and they both went
to France. Thinking this was a
great opportunity to get the foreign
money spent, Felicia sent Julee the
euros by Priority Mail.

The in-laws live on the coast of
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Georgiaaboutthree hours from Au-
gusta, where the kids live. It should
have taken that package one, maybe
two days to get to them.

However, Julee left the country
before that piece of mail arrived.
In fact, it took five weeks for the
euros to travel a few dozen miles
down the Savannah River. Nik’s
mom was back home by the time
it got there.

Oldest daughter just shakes her
head, but her younger sister says
that it’s a sign. Terrible things will
happenifanyoneever tries to spend
that money, she says.

Well, at this rate, we’re all pretty

safe.

The second story this week in-
volves Molly Monster, our hard-
headed cat.

When she was young, Molly
found out that while the pet door
only allowed cats to exit the house,
the laundry vent was big enough for
her to crawl back in through.

It took Steve and me a long time
to figure out why the laundry hose
kept getting unhooked from the
vent and the basement kept getting
showered with lint. Or who let the
kitten back in?

Then one day, Molly ate a little
too much for lunch and got stuck in

the vent. We had to call the vet over
to extricate her. She never tried get-
ting back into the house through that
particular “door” again.

This last week, however, she
started showing up when neither of
us remembered letting her back in
the house. Then we noticed it was
cold, really cold, in the kitchen.

After someinvestigation, we dis-
covered that she had forced open a
basement window thatdoesn’tlatch
well. She was getting usto lether out
or using the pet door, then coming
back in through the window.

That cat is too smart for her own
good.

The window is now closed and
has alarge cookbook and two bricks
against it. So far, that has been
enough to keep the cat from using
her new entry. But, where will she
strike next?

Will the euros ever get spent?
Will the cat find another way into
the house?

Stay tuned for the next install-
ment of “Finances and Felines.”

State looks at eliminating income tax

Lastsession, the largesttax cutin
state history was signed into law.

The bill dropped the top state
income tax rate from 6.45 percent
to 4.9 and the low rate from 3.5
percent to 3. Until last session,
Kansas had the highest rates of any
surrounding state. The plan might
be working, as there were 1,500
more business filings in 2012 than
in 2011 — and surrounding states,
such as Nebraska, are scrambling
tolower rates to remain competitive
with Kansas.

This year, the governor has called
on the Legislature to cut income
taxes further to glide to a zero state
income tax rate. The latest proposal
is to drop the top rate from 4.9 per-
cent to 3.5 percent by 2017. The
bottom rate would be dropped to
2.5 percent in 2014 and then to 1.9
percent in 2016.

Rather than expanding govern-
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ment, the governor has asked that
any revenue that comes in above
4 percent during this time be used
to buy down the tax liability of
Kansans. His plan would leave the
current sales tax rate in place and
eliminate the state deduction for
home-mortgage interest.

Although the home-mortgage de-
duction would be eliminated, the de-
duction for charitable contributions
and the earned-income credit, used
by lower-income people, would stay

inplace.Ireceived countless e-mails
to keep the earned-income credit in
place when it was being considered
for elimination last year.

Seventy percent of Kansans do
not claim the home-mortgage de-
duction;instead, they claim the head
of household deduction of $9,000.
Most taxpayers do fall under the
standard deduction. The federal
mortgage-interest deduction will
still be available.

There are still many questions,

and the top one might be, how do
we replace the revenue if the sales
tax does come off?

A two-year budget plan also is
being proposed by the governor. I
personally like this proposal, as it
will allow the state more time to
heal from the recession and to plan
for the future.

What has been dropped in this
year’s tax plan proposal was elimi-
nation of the state individual income
tax deduction on property taxes paid
onhomes. This deduction would be
worth $68.5 million for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

What happens next? There will
be a tax plan from the governor,
a House tax plan and a Senate tax
plan. There will be agreement and
disagreement,and in the end we will
see the amount of revenue we have
to work with.
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STRAGEY DRAFTING & CONSTRUCTION
Doors — Windows — Siding — Trim — Cabinets
Countertops — Tile — Drywall — Concrete
Wood and Laminate Flooring — Decks
Fencing — Outdoor Structures

Remodels — Additions

Custom AutoCAD Drawings
"Turning your ideas into your neighbors envy”

785-470-1018

Decatur County Health Department
Will Be Doing

Blood Draws

Tuesday, March 19

Wednesday, March 20
From 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

MUST BE FASTING

Offering a comprehensive metabolic profile, lipid pro-
file, CBC, and TSH, also a PSA for men. Also avail-
able is a HZAIC for our Diabetics

For more information or to make an appointment
Call (785) 475-8118

PW.F) Furnituwre

In business since 1925

Hours:
8 - 5 M-F « 8-4 Sat.

10 + Show rooms of beautiful furniture « Low Overhead
Specials Daily * Personal Service « Free Delivery
We can get anything the city guys can and usually for less

For more details see us at www.paulsfurnitureselden.com
105 N. Kansas - Selden - 785-386-4310

What does Self -R egula tion mean to

Midwest Energy Members?

Join us for an informational meeting to learn the facts.

Great Bend
Tuesday, March 26 @ 6:30 pm
Barton Community College
245 NE 30 Rd
Fine Arts Building, Room F30

Colby
Thursday, March 28 @ 6:30 pm
Colby Community College
1255 S. Range Ave.
Student Union, Room 108

. Hays
SCO'tt C’ty Thursday, April 4 @ 6:30 pm
Tuesday, April 2 @ 6:30 pm . .
i Fort Hays State University
Scott County Library .
110'W. 8th St Robbins Center
One Tiger Place

Midwest

Energy, Inc.

1330 Canterbury Making energy
Hays, KS 67601 work for YOU

ﬁ “MidwestEnergy”

T

www.mwenergy.com

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
Letters to the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must be signed and carry the address
and phone number of the author.

Mail letters to 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by e-mail

to oberlinherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readers to do likewise.

We do not publish form letters
or letters about topics which do
not pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted

to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but
will be read and edited for form and
style,clarity,length and legality. We
will not publish attacks on private
individuals or businesses which do
not pertain to a public issue.
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Register Your Wedding

~Knowlen & Yates|

with

Make it easy for your guests
S¢7 to choose the perfect gift.
Be assured of receiving the
highest quality kitchen tools
& equipment that will last a
lifetime

Use our Bridal Registry Service
to register for unique &
decorative home accessories too.

Knowlen & Yates |

Gourmet «Kitchen *Home

Phone: 308-345-4848

Email: info@knowlenandyates.com

315 Norris Avenue
McCook

Are you looking for good, solid,
employment with great benefits?
Norton ~ Correctional ~ Facility,
Norton, KS is looking to hire a
Mechanic. This is skilled work
involving the maintenance and
repair of vehicles and equip-
ment.  Work includes recon-
ditioning engines or servicing
parts and systems. Some welding
may be included in body work
as assigned. The most difficult
work is referred to a higher
level mechanic. The Mechanic
is also responsible for supervi-
sion of inmates in 2 minimum
custody environment workshop.
Minimum requirements are six
months of experience in auto-
motive mechanics. Education
may be substituted for experi-
ence as determined relevant by
the agency.

You may call the NCF Human
Resource Office 785-877-6643 to
obtain an application or apply
online at www.jobs.ks.gov. The
job flyers can also be viewed at
this web site. On line applica-
tions can be emailed to ncfhr@
doc.ks.gov.
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CORRECTION

Due to printing errors in our Rural Health section,
the following information was incorrect.
We hope that this did not inconvenience anyone.

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Marthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

“The Road to Wellness in Northwest Kansas”

Access Hospital.
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* Number of Beds - 25 as Critical

* Revenue 2012 - $38,425,000.

* Net Income 2012 - $530,387.

* Tax Support - None; operated
as a private, nonprofit hospital.

* Doctors - three active physicians,
four nurse practitioners, three
physician assistants, one certified
registered nurse anesthetist, 29
consulting physicians.

* Administrator - Kevan Trenkle.

* Phone - (785) 462-7511.

* Beds - 18 as Critical Access
Hospital, 35 long-term nursing,
eight assisted living apartments.

+ Revenue 2012- $6.5+ million.
Fiscal report not available until
March 1.

* Profit 2012 - Expected 6.1 percent
profit margin. Have had positive
profit margins since 2005.

+ County money - $936,312.

* Doctors - Cooperative agreement
with Bluestem Medical in Quinter,
Dr. Brewster Kellogg of Colby as
chief of staff, one nurse practitioner
and one physician assistant.

+ Administrator - Steve Granzow.

* Phone - (785) 675-3281.




