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Anniversary reminds us
raising taxes always a big deal

Taxeshave always been a contro-
versial issue in America.

Colonists dumping tea into Bos-
ton Harbor to protest British duties
is one of the defining events of
America’s birth. Colonists were not
necessarily protesting all taxes, but
they resented and opposed a far-off
king and Parliament imposing taxes
on them: “No taxation without rep-
resentation.”

Many of these same protesting
colonists, our Founding Fathers,
maintained their same concern
about an all-too-powerful federal
government, and wrote a Constitu-
tion that permitted only the House
— the direct representatives of the
American people — to raise taxes
or revenue. In a nation that valued
freedom over the power of the state,
it was supposed to be a big deal to
raise taxes.

It still is, and it still should be.
But for some in Washington, raising
taxes is seen as no big deal.

With the passage of the “fiscal
cliff deal” last month (which I op-
posed), 77 percent of all American
households saw taxes on their in-
comes increase. Paychecks shrank
forall workers as the Social Security
tax holiday was not renewed. And,
for many family farms and other
small businesses, the President’s
tax-increase agenda will hamper
their ability to hire new employees,
investinequipmentand pay forem-
ployee health care. The so-called tax
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on the rich pushed by Obama will
trap many a Main Street business
here in Kansas — taxing more of the
owners incomes now and more of
their estates later.

This February marked the 100th
anniversary of theratification of the
16th Amendment, which allowed
Congress to tax individual income
directly. Except during the Civil
War — when an income tax was lev-
ied to pay for Union efforts — taxes
were not imposed on wages and
earnings. In fact, prior to the 1913
Amendment, a flat income tax had
failed constitutional muster.

While it is unlikely that the 16th
Amendment will be abandoned,
there is no reason why we have to
continue suffering under the current
complicated and convoluted sys-
tem. When it takes Americans more
than six billion hours to prepare
their taxes and at a cost to them of
$168 billion, we have a problem.

A tax code with 4 million words
is destructive and full of danger:
the complexity has negative eco-

nomic impacts, is ripe for political
favoritism and cronyism, and even
anunintentional mistake may invite
penalties and fines.

‘We can and must simplify the tax
code to make it fairer, flatter and
smarter. Doing so not only lessens
the burden on individuals, families
and businesses, but might also ad-
dress the challenges we have with
revenue shortfalls.

Make no mistake, the problem in
Washingtonis still that we spend too
much. Butcleaning up amessy web
of deductions, credits, exemptions
—andreducing tax rates —would cer-
tainly create a pro-growth economic
environment thatbenefits everyone,
not just large businesses like GE
or billionaires like Warren Buffett
who can afford legions of lawyers
and accountants to avoid taxes other
Americans must pay.

Tim Huelskamp, a Republican
from Fowler, and a former state
senator, is the congressman for the
Ist District of Kansas.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanks to these
recent subscribers to The Oberlin
Herald:

Elsewhere: Marcia Smith, Buck-
sport, Maine; Nancy Alvarez, Boca
Raton, Fla.; Phyllis McKay, Jenks,
Okla.; Marcella Capps, Tulsa;
Linda Floch, Asotin, Wash.; Evan
Shuler, Corpus Christi, Texas; Kay
Harold, Clinton,Iowa; Vic Goeken,
Carthage, Mo.

California: Garrick and Kenzie
Reichert, Temecula;John Love, La-
Verne; Dustin Nichols, LaQuinta.

Colorado: Adam Fleckenstein,
Denver; James Ramsey, Little-
ton; Roxann Ostmeyer, Johnston;
J.B. Hubbard, Lakewood; Doris
Runyan, Greeley; Robert Keefer,
Colorado Springs.

Kansas: Judy Easton, Quinter;
Becky Urban, McPherson; Jeri
Buchholz, Newton; Alan Shuler,
Salina; Jack Kelley, Clay Center.

Area: Norma Ward, Clayton,;
Mike Neff, Dresden; Joyce Sum-
ner, Norton; Sue Hayes, Colby;
Marjean Farms, Lebanon; Margie

Welsh, McCook; David Dalcher,
Danbury.

Herndon: John Gutchewsky,
David Ketterl, Jerry Wolfram.

Norcatur: Rea Magers, Glen
Strevey.

Selden: Jeff Wessel, Joe Zodrow,
Earl Brown, Richard Pauls.

Oberlin: Charles Frickey, Mabel
Zimmerman, Herb Shirley, Vivian
Lewis,NilaHafner,Josh Fortin, Ev-
erett Shuler, Elaine Bryan, Roland
May,Gary Fredrickson,Jack Fortin,
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Photo Policy

Donna Fortin.

The Oberlin Herald wants to emphasize photos of
people doing things in the community. If you know
of an event or news happening that we should attend,

please call 475-2206.

Please be sure to allow a couple of days’ notice so

we can arrange to be there.

Space in the paper is limited and so is the time of
our staff, so we may not be able to get to every event,

but we will try.

Because space is so limited, we cannot run team
or group photos, any pictures of people lined up or of
people passing checks, certificates and the like. (We
will always try to make room for a story about any of

these events, however.)

We do run wedding and engagement pictures and
“mug” shots with stories and obituaries, when they are
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provided to us. Please remember that we need a clear,
sharp picture. Dark or fuzzy prints will not work.
We cannot return photos unless you submit a self-

addressed, stamped envelope with clear instructions

for return. Other photos submitted may be picked up

at our office within two weeks. After that, they will

be disposed of.

Laser proofs of photos which have runin The Herald

are available, first come, first served.

cwell dore.

For vour service.

Happy Doctor’s Day! - March 30, 2013

HaysMed Administration and Associatess

ONE CALL

1-855-HAYSMED

2220 Canterbury Drive - Hays
1-855-429-7633
www.haysmed.com
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House passes its versions
of budget, income-tax plan

Week 10 proved to be busy yet
productive for the House, with
passage of a budget and a tax plan
setting the stage for the end of the
session.

The only requirement for the
Legislature is to pass a budget each
session. ] have concerns about both
bills, but voted for them to get to a
conference.

The next stage for the session is
for the House and Senate to meet
in a conference committee, where
differences in bills are discussed
and negotiations between different
the houses take place.

Each chamber presents its bill
and position along with what its
members like and don’t like about
the other chamber’s bill. The top
three members of each committee
represent their respective cham-
ber’s position in the negotiations.
As a new chairman this year, this
will be my firstexperience being on
conference committees.

When both sides believe they
have an equitable agreement, they
submit their report back to their
respective chambers and each body
votes on the plan. If it passes both
chambers, it goes to the governor
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for his signature or veto.

If either house rejects the agree-
ment, however, they go back to
conference to find another compro-
mise. The process happens for each
bill which has differences between
two versions.

Some highlights from the week:

 Kansas exports increased $1.75
billion dollars since 2010. Exports
from Kansas for 2012 were $11.66
billion. In the five-state regions, the
average of exports was 9.2 billion,
placing Kansas squarely ahead of
the average.

* The House passed HB 2253,
a very strong Pro Life bill which
I voted for, 92-31. Under it, no
taxpayer dollars will be used to
subsidize abortions.

e [ enjoyed talking with former
Sen. Bill Bradley, the famous New

York Knicks basketball player.
He was at the Capitol to discuss
investment options for the Kansas
Public Employees Retirement Plan.
It appears that there will be no new
legislation this year on the system.

This issue continues to be a fi-
nancial concern to all involved, but
I feel the director, Alan Conroys, is
outstanding. He will be a strong
leader in solving these problems.

This past week, I was appointed
aschairman for the Legislative Edu-
cational Planning Committee. The
six senators and six representatives
will meet for two days this summer
to review proposals for the 2014
session. There are many topics to
study. I have selected to research
the costs associated with Common
Coretesting and the reports required
from each school district.

Come Home

to Decatur Health Systems
Reorganization Initiative

Impact of existing Medicare provider payment cuts and sequestration

Post-Sequestration figures! (Losses)
Affordable Care Act cuts ($91,500)
Bad Debt Payment cuts ($102,900)
Home Health Coding Adjustments ($6,600)
Sequestration cuts as of April 1, 2013 ($805,900)
10 year total ($1,006,900%)

Per year total ($100,690)

To that we add:
New expenses related to
annual clinical growth (estimated) ($550,000)

tory cuts.

New total, annual cuts
and expenses for Decatur Health ($650,690)

The above figure per month
Previous 12 month average net loss per month

New per monthly total of cuts and expenses: ($119,224)

! Data from the Kansas Hospital Association
* Figures calculated by estimating and aggregating Medicare Fee-For-Service
revenue over a 10-year period without the effect of existing legislative or regula-

($54,224)
($65,000)

aid approved services.

costeffective way.

eCollect on all services provided and
bill appropriately and timely from now on.

eReduce all non-essential personnal to
provide quality and timely care in the most

An additional $441,800 in cuts are expected for critical access hospitals
in the next 10 years, which is not reflected in the above figures.

With these measures the Hospital administration is working towards a
balanced budget while continuing to give excellent care to our commu-
nity. See more information on page 2A of today’s Herald.

The numbers that were used as the basis for these decisions came from
the Kansas Hospital Association, which prepared a report for each facil-
ity showing the harsh financial reality that must be faced. For Decatur
Health Systems, we previously had been looking at 441,800 in cuts over
the next 10 years due to our position as a critical access hospital. That'’s
not a great number, but it can be managed. However, with sequestra-
tion, the picture changes drastically. The new figures total over a million
in cuts over the next decade, for an additional $100,690 in cuts per year.
Specifically, we are looking at a loss of $91,500 due to the Affordable
Care Act, $102,900 to bad debt payment cuts, $6,600 to home health
Medicare coding adjustments, and - the bulk of the impending cuts -
$805,900 due to sequestration.

In order to deal with these new budget figures , DHS administration de-
veloped a four-part plan to help reconcile the numbers and stabilize the
hospital for future growth. They are as follows:
eProvide in-house physicians and providers to increase patient vis-
its and reduce the need for contract labor.
eFocus on providing services that are reimbursable, as we are a
critical access hospital and are only reimbursed for Medicare and Medic-




