
square in the face. 
Judge Pratt agreed with her, and the charge remained 

for the jury to decide.
The second charge, of aggravated battery for injur-

ing Campbell as she lay in bed with Mr. Cook, was 
also upheld. 

Mr. Barrett argued that the battery wasn’t aggravated 
because there was no proof that Coryell intended to 
commit a felony by imposing “serious bodily harm” 
to Campbell, to which Ms. Romine said that if Coryell 
had the time – between lifting the gun and pulling the 
trigger – to premeditate Mr. Cook’s murder, then it 
would follow suit that he did so knowing it would also 
hurt Campbell. 

Again, the judge agreed, leaving the charge up to 
the jury.

The other requests to dismiss charges, however, the 
judge said, were “more troubling.”

Mr. Barrett argued that aggravated burglary – which 
again, requires intent to commit a felony as part of the 
charge – should be dropped. First, he said, Coryell and 
his friend, Everett Urban, had been invited to the home 
by the text messages. Second, when the men drove to 
the house, there was no proof that they were looking 
for anything more than a fist fight. Third, Mr. Cook was 
staying at Ryan McEvoy’s house north of Jennings, 
where the shooting happened, as a tenant, exchanging 
goods and services in exchange for staying at the house 
for the weeks that he was home on leave. As a tenant, 
he had the authority to invite people into the home. And 
fourth, Mr. Barrett argued, when the men first arrived, 
they talked to Dakota Cook, Corey’s brother, who was 
also staying there, and he never told them to leave. 
Dakota even testified that he told the men where they 
could find his brother, in a back bedroom.

Ms. Romine argued that because the men initially 
parked at the end of the drive (on a county road) to 
avoid trespassing (as Mr. Urban testified) and the fact 
that they knocked on the door before entering both 
showed that they knew they weren’t supposed to enter 
the home. The screen door was closed, she said, a “No 
Trespassing” sign was posted outside, it had been 30 
minutes since they had last received any communica-
tion from Mr. Cook and when they arrived, everyone 
was asleep. This undoubtedly showed that they knew 
they weren’t supposed to be there, she argued.

“They drove 15 minutes after getting ahold of no one 
and still decided to enter the house for a three-on-one 

fight,” she said. 
But this time, Judge Pratt disagreed. 
In order for the aggravated burglary charge to stick, 

he said, the state had to prove that the men entered the 
home with intent to commit a felony – in this case, 
causing “great bodily harm” to Miss Campbell. But 
there was no evidence that they entered the home 
with any weapons other than their fists, and there was 
no evidence that they intended to cause great bodily 
harm to Miss Campbell. They intended to cause bodily 
harm to Mr. Cook, yes, but there was no proof that they 
entered the home in order to go after her. 

Because of this, he said, the charge of aggravated 
burglary would be dismissed, as was the alternative 
charge (to premeditated murder) of felony murder, 
because that would only apply if Mr. Coryell had 
killed Mr. Cook while intending to commit a felony 
(aggravated burglary).
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Advanced care can be found 
close to home.

Call 308-344-8285 for appointments  
with these medical specialists:
Cardiology: 
Bryan Heart 
S. Krueger, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285 
K. Miller, M.D. ................................ 308-344-8285

Nebraska Heart Institute 
R. Heirigs, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Platte Valley Medical Group 
S. Denney, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285

Dermatology 
J. Bunker, M.D. .............................. 308-344-8285

Ear, Nose, Throat 
R. Simpson, M.D. .......................... 308-344-8285

Endocrinology 
V. deVilla, M.D. .............................. 308-344-8285

Nephrology 
R. Asher, M.D. ............................... 308-344-8285 

Oncology 
M. deVilla, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285 
A. Awais, M.D. ............................... 308-344-8285

Pulmonology 
D. Cantral, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Rheumatology 
L. Baca, M.D. ................................. 308-344-8285

Spinal Orthopedics 
D. Benavides, M.D. ........................ 308-344-8285

Urology 
M. Gallentine, M.D. ........................ 308-344-8285

We encourage you to keep this 
directory close at hand.

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

308.344.2650
www.chmccook.org

1301 East H Street, McCook, NE 69001

Community Hospital Offers
30-plus Medical Specialists for

Advanced Care, Close to Home!

Updated November 2012

Appointments may be made with these 
specialists by calling their private clinics
Ear, Nose, Throat 
V.R. Bowen, M.D. ..............................800-348-0368 
M. Keller, M.D. ...................................800-348-0368 
Tuesdays:  .........................................308-345-2902

General Surgery 
W. Eskildsen, M.D. ............................308-345-7878 
B. Kopriva, M.D. ................................308-344-8376

Nephrology 
G. Bodonyi-Kovacs, M.D. ..................308-382-1634

OB/GYN 
T. Foote, M.D.....................................800-742-3305 
T. Pankratz, M.D................................800-742-3305

Ophthalmology 
T. Clinch, M.D. ...................................800-657-2112

Orthopedics 
S. Franssen, D.O. ..............................308-344-8376 
M. McCarty, M.D. ...............................308-344-8376 
B. Bissell, M.D. ..................................308-344-8376

Orthopedics-Hand/Wrist 
S. Carroll, D.O. ..................................308-344-8376

Podiatry 
R. Hinze, D.P.M. .. 308-345-3773 or 877-345-FOOT

Pulmonology 
K. Ganatra, M.D.................................402-460-5787 
M. Stritt, M.D. ....................................402-460-5787

Urology 
D. Halsted, M.D. .... 877-635-3332 or 308-345-3074

Vascular/Thoracic 
B. Steffen, M.D. .................................308-865-2141

Attention Cattlemen!
Equipment Locator has three brands of cattle tub supple-
ments to choose from: For the best price, Ragland; corn-
based SweetPro and a molasses-based hard product by 
Cargill Nutrena. Stop by today at 308 W. Frontier Park-
way or call Wayne at (785) 475-2630 or 475-8221.

STRAGEY DRAFTING & CONSTRUCTION
Doors – Windows – Siding – Trim – Cabinets

Countertops – Tile – Drywall – Concrete
Wood and Laminate Flooring – Decks

Fencing – Outdoor Structures

Remodels – Additions

Custom AutoCAD Drawings
”Turning your ideas into your neighbors envy”

785-470-1018

General Asphalt
Recycled asphalt, millings, specialized in paving driveways, 
parking lots, roads, etc. Hot rubberized crack filling, seal coat-
ing on all asphalt. Commercial and residential hot rubberized 
sealant on grain bins. Call us for a free estimate today. Men-
tion this ad and receive 10% off. Locally owned and operated 
since 1999. 

Please call Allen at (620) 255-7105.

*Man guilty of murder
* City vote
    may not
    be final

Two re-elected at Extension

Finger-licking fun

OBERLIN PHYSICIAN Robert Rosin enjoyed a bit 
of chocolate during the Spring Fling celebration at the 
Decatur County Hospital last Monday.

 – Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

After the jury for the Dylan Coryell murder trial 
left to deliberate last Tuesday, the members ended 
up finding Mr. Coryell guilty of second-degree 
murder. However, judge Preston Pratt had given 
them six options, the main charge and five “lesser, 
included” crimes:

• Premeditated, intentional murder in the first 
degree: the defendant thought out the murder be-
forehand and committed it intentionally.

• Intentional murder in the second degree: the 
crime was an unplanned, but intentional killing. 

• Reckless murder in the second degree: the de-
fendant didn’t necessarily mean to kill, but showed 
a “reckless disregard for human life.”

• Voluntary manslaughter: the defendant only 
meant to hurt the victim.

• Involuntary manslaughter: the defendant didn’t 
mean to hurt the victim.

• Not guilty: This wouldn’t have necessarily 
meant that Mr. Coryell had not committed a crime, 
but rather that the state had failed to prove that he 
did “beyond a reasonable doubt.”

Last Monday, Judge Pratt granted a defense mo-
tion dismissing charges of aggravated burglary and 
felony murder, ruling that the state had not proved 
the elements of those two crimes.

The jury’s choices

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP
sdecamp@nwkansas.com

Tuesday was election day not just for the City Council 
and school board, but also for the Twin Creeks Exten-
sion District.

The Extension office, tucked away on the first 
floor of the Decatur County courthouse in downtown 
Oberlin, is a resource that many remain unaware of, 
said candidate Sharleen Wurm. She and Sheryl Unger 
both ran unopposed for the two positions open on the 
board. Mrs. Wurm had 369 votes in Decatur County 
and Mrs. Unger had 366 in final, unofficial returns 
Tuesday night.

“We deal with a lot of 4-H issues and administrative 
things,” Mrs. Wurm said. “My mother was always 
involved with home economy things that came out of 
these offices when I was a kid. 

 “One thing that’s interesting about these offices is 
that they have access to all of the research from Kansas 
State University, so if you need to know why your tree 
is dying, say, you can get a hold of Byron (Hale, the 
Extension agent at the Decatur County office), and he’ll 

contact the researchers for the answers. 
“And now that we have three agents, they all have 

their different specialties. Keith (VanSkike, at the 
Norton office) is into wheat, Byron likes horticultural 
... and then we have the home economist, Tranda Watts, 
for nutrition, health and food safety.”

The extension district board meets once a month, 
Mrs. Wurm said, and members from all three counties 
work together.

“We also vote on administrative things like monthly 
expenses for the offices and secretaries,” she said. “For 
example, we just got a new van for Decatur (County) to 
take students to the fair, conferences and activities.”

More than anything, Mrs. Wurm said, she would like 
to get the word out about the Extension program and 
all the agents can do for people. 

“I would like to see the office get more publicity,” 
she said, “because there are so many resources and so 
much information that we can get to people. Working 
together with  groups like the Chamber of Commerce 
for community projects is a big part of what we do, too, 
and I’d really like to see us more involved.” 

Guitarist and vocalist Jim Salestrom will present 
a program at 3 p.m. Sunday at the St. Francis High 
School auditorium.

He will perform many of his original songs, as well 
as some by his departed longtime friend, John Denver. 

This concert is part of the Western Plains Arts Associa-
tion 43rd Season schedule of events.

Admission is by season ticket or at the door, adults 
$20, students $10.

Guitarist to perform in St. Francis

(Continued from Page 1A)

(Continued from Page 1A)
said they will be pleased either way 
the canvass turns out.

“How about that!” Mrs. Horn 
said. “I’m just eager to get in there 
and get together with everyone. I do 
thank everyone for their votes.”

Mrs. Leitner congratulated her 
fellow candidates and said it was all 
for the best if the vote stands. 

“Honestly,” she said, “I get more 
out of getting stuff up off the ground. 
That’s where my passion lies, in the 
thrill of starting something.”

In Jennings, Robert Jones was 
elected mayor with 25 votes as a 
write-in candidate. Louise Cressler 
and write-in Robert Papp both were 
elected to the council, he with 27 
votes and she with 28.

In Norcatur, Carl Lyons was re-
elected mayor with 38 votes on a 
write-in. Ed Yeager and Luke Bailey 
were elected to the council as write-
ins, with Mr. Yeager getting 41 votes 
and Mr. Bailey 7.

In Dresden, Jacque Douglas, 
Keith Muirhead and Donald Ritter 
were elected to the City Council, all 
three with 19 votes.


