New reporter likes small towns

Ramell Taylor is the newest reporter
for The Oberlin Herald. Joining the
staff last Wednesday, he is just starting
his journalism career after graduating

from college.

Though he is a native of Detroit,
Mr. Taylor said his “home away from
home” has been here in Kansas for more

than four years.

He first moved to the state in 2008 to
attend Fort Scott Community College.
Along with academic and athletic hon-
ors, Mr. Taylorreceived his Associate of Science has come to appreciate being in an environment
that is safe and “not too congested.”

Some of the hobbies that he enjoys include

degree in 2010.

He left Kansas to attend Southern Utah

R.Taylor

University in Cedar City, where he
played basketball. He graduated with
academic honors, receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in communications while
minoring in journalism in 2012.

After finishing up his bachelor’s,Mr.
Taylor returned to Fort Scott, then he
moved to Oberlin shortly after.

He says he’s used to the peaceful at-
mosphere small towns such as Oberlin
have to offer. After growingupinabig
town like Detroit, Mr. Taylor said, he

fitness, writing and video editing. Mr. Taylor had
anemphasis on broadcasting while obtaining his
communication degree.

He came from a single-parent home of five
boys. He is the middle child, which Mr. Taylor
said had its advantages.

“I had the opportunity to watch my older
brothers grow up before me,” he said. “I saw a
lot of their foolish mistakes, not to mention my
mother was constantly telling me ‘not to be like
your older brothers.

He’s excited to be in Oberlin, Mr. Taylor said,
and he hopes that the people will embrace him, as
he hopesto help serve The Herald and the people
of Oberlin to the best of his abilities.
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Board hires two teachers, retains staft

The Oberlin School Board hired
two new teachers at its May meeting
and accepted the resignation of one.

Superintendent Duane Dorshorst
said the board hired Brandon Geh-
ring, who was teaching in Logan
and coaching girls basketball, track
and football. He will teach physical
education at the grade school and
high school.

The board also hired Elizabeth
Edmonds, who will teach English
at the high school. She had been
teaching in Topeka.

Mr. Dorshorst said the board
accepted the resignations of Dana
Juenemann, who was teaching
English; Caleb Howland as assis-
tant senior high wrestling coach;
and Linda Weber, head cook at the
high school.

After a five-minute closed ses-
sion, with no action, the board ap-
proved re-employment for staff, or
nonprofessional, positions:

e Vickie Lippelmann, board
clerk.

* Pam Simonsson, secretary/

treasurer.

* Ron Jansonius, technology
coordinator.

e Terry Ream, outdoor mainte-
nance supervisor.

¢ Brian Simonsson, transportation
supervisor.

* Kenny Black, facilities/plant
supervisor.

¢ Johanna Mason, school nurse.

e Judy Marietta and Melissa
Dreher, high school secretaries.

*Marilyn Mack, Carolyn Shirley,
Charissa Huff, John Otis and Kim

Weishapl, custodians.

e Shannon Barber, Shanna Long,
Donna Sauvage and Renee Harman,
food service.

e Lisa Fortin, library aide at both
schools.

e Carla Depperschmidt, grade
school secretary.

e Jackie Anderson and Kelly
Shields, teacher aides at the grade
school.

e Jeanne Pachner, Clara Russ,
Lairy Goltl,David Olson,John Stan-
ley and Chris Hardy, bus drivers.

Curriculum changed to meet state standards

The Oberlin School Board ap-
proved an updated English cur-
riculum at the high school to meet
revised Kansas College and Career
Ready Standards.

Superintendent Duane Dorshorst
said the standards have been re-
focused. The old standards didn’t

include as much writing or speaking
and listening skills.

During the meeting on Monday,
May 13, the board also approved
math and family and consumer
science, or home economics, text-
books. The math curriculum was
updated last year.

Library has reading program

By RAMELL TAYLOR
rtaylor@nwkansas.com

Monday was the first day of the
Oberlin City Library’s Summer
Reading Program. Children from
preschool to high school can sched-
ule individual reading sessions any
time throughoutthe library’s regular
hours.

Library Director Carol Smith
says the open schedule allows kids
to work around summer activities
and encourages them to work at
their own pace.

Perks for children participating
in the program include prize draw-

ings, as well as treats after reading
assignments, she said.

“The goal is for each child to
read 15 books or 1,000 pages,” Ms.
Smithsaid. “This way, the program
is flexible for any age group.”

She added that preschool students
can have someone in the household
read to them.

“This works very well when you
have more than one kid in the same
household,” she said.

Anyone who would like to enroll
a child in the program or has ques-
tions can call the library at (785)
475-2412
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In other business, the board:

* Tabled a request for the fire-
fighters” wives to use the high
school stadium for a Fourth of July
laser light show until the group can
provide proof of insurance, Mr.
Dorshorst said.

 Heard that capital outlay proj-
ects for the summer include new
doors for the music wing at the high

school and for the west side of the
high school near the cafeteria, finish
tiling in the high school cafeteria,
continued upgrading for the light-
ing at the grade school, remodeling
an upstairs computer lab at the high
school and putting in a separation
curtain between the high school
gym and wrestling area to help with
heating costs in the winter.

Patriotic paint contest begins

A popular promotion will return
for the second year, organizers say.
Paint Oberlin Patriotic will begin
the week of Flag Day, Friday, June
14, running throughout fair week
in August.

Residents can participate by
decorating theirhomes,businesses,
and other properties in patriotic
decor.

This year, the event will be co-
sponsored by the Oberlin Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau and the
Decatur Area Chamber of Com-

Krause 7400-46’ 5-Section Disc
Three Row Harrow

$47,900
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SUNLOWER 1435-36’ Disc
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$46,500

merce.

A $100 gift certificate will be
awarded to the bestdecorated home,
business, and non profit organiza-
tion (churches, government, build-
ings, clubs, etc.).

Thedisplays will be judged some-
time before the Fourth of July. Any-
one who would like to sign up their
property to be judged or request
information should contact the De-
catur Area Chamber of Commerce
at (785) 475-3441.
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D&R PUMP SERVICE, LLC

Domestic, Stock, Windmill,
Lorentz Solar Pumps, Submersible,
Irrigation, Repair and Sales.
With over 30 years of experience!

I8 Ron Shipley - (785) 675-1422 smeema
Devan Castle (785) 657-721

member of the Kansas
Groundwater Association

Walnut AMVETS Wants You!!
315t Annual Walnut Antique Show

June 14-16, 2013

Walnut AMVETS’s Post#45 « PO Box 746, Walnut, lowa, 51577

Free Parking 712-784-3710 Free Admission
300+ QuALITY DEALERS * 17 CiTY BLOCKS

Located about 50 miles east of Omaha, NE, and
90 miles west of Des Moines, IA, at exit 46 of Interstate 80.

www.walnutantiqueshow.com

Rawlins Clinic in Atwood
Rodney Dill, M.D.
Zane Zimmerman, D.O.
Patrick Delano, PA-C
Dana Jewell, PA-C
Michael Dorsch, PA-C MPAS

Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

\ RanlIlS Saturday 9:00 i.m, - Noon

- County www.rchc.us
Health 707 Grant Street Atwood, KS 67730
Center (785) 626-3241

Vic Innovations, Inc. is a leading provider of
computer repair services for Northwest Kansas and South-
west Nebraska. Our services include:

* Custom Builds

* Affordable! Pricing starting at $500 a system
* Reliable! The only system youw’ll need for a long
time

* Brand Names (HP, Dell, Lenovo, Appple)
eDesktops

» Laptops

« Smartphones and tablets
« and other electronics

INNOVATIONS, INC.
Call us at (785) 626-9335

112 South 4th Street
Atwood, KS 67730
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WESTFIELD 8”X56’ GRAIN AUGER
10HP Electric
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Hyd Fore-Aft-Tilt
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Kinze 1050 Grain CarT
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Wauneta & Imperial, Nebraska

(308) 394-5555 « Toll Free (877) 862-4389 MonTag
www.harchelroadmotors.com

UFL@
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