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NOTICE OF HEARING 2012-2013 BUDGET
The governing body of Unified School District 294 will meet on the12th day of August, 2013 at 7:30 P.M., at 131 E. Commercial for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of 

taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of tax to be levied. Detailed budget information (including budget profile) is available at the District Office 
and will be available at this hearing.

The Amount of 2013 Tax to be Levied and Expenditures (published below) establish the maximum limits of the 2013-2014 Budget.
The “Est. Tax Rate” in the far right column, shown for comparative purposes, is subject to slight change depending on final assessed valuation.

2011-2012 Actual 2012-2013 Actual PROPOSED BUDGET 2013-2014

OPERATING
General
Supplemental General (LOB)
SPECIAL REVENUE
Adult Education
Adult Supplemental Education
Bilingual Education
Virtual Education
Capital Outlay
Driver Training
Extraordinary School Program
Food Service
Professional Development
Parent Education Program
Summer School
Special Education
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KPERS Special Retirement Contribution
Contingency Reserve
Textbook & Student Material Revolving
Activity Fund
Tuition Reimbursement Fund
DEBT SERVICE
Bond and Interest #1
Bond and Interest #2
No-Fund Warrant
Special Assessment
Temporary Note
COOPERATIVES**
Special Education
TOTAL USD EXPENDITURES
Less: Transfers
NET USD EXPENDITURES
TOTAL USD TAXES LEVIED

OTHER
Historical Museum
Public Library Board
Public Library Board Employee Benefits
Recreation Commission
Rec Comm Emp Benefits & Spec Liab
 TOTAL OTHER
TOTAL TAXES LEVIED
Assessed Valuation - General Fund
Assessed Valuation - All Other Funds
Outstanding Indebtedness, July 1
General Obligation Bonds
Capital Outlay Bonds
Temporary Note
No-Fund Warrant
Lease Purchase Principal
 TOTAL USD DEBT
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By RAMELL TAYLOR
rtaylor@nwkansas.com

I went to an Overseas Basketball 
Combine in Las Vegas hoping to 
impress European scouts, but I 
ended up impressing myself when I 
received the news that I was consid-
ered to be one of the top five basket-
ball players out of 115 people.

I left for the combine around 8:45 
a.m., Sunday, July 21 flying out of 
the McCook Airport. Although I 
had several people who called me 
with their best wishes, the thought 
of having the opportunity to play for 
Europe still had not registered.

From McCook, I transferred 
flights at Denver’s airport before 
arriving in Las Vegas around 10 
a.m. Pacific time. I forgot to account 
for the time changes when booking 
my flight making me one of the first 
guys to check in. 

I couldn’t check into my room un-
til noon, and I didn’t have a meeting 
until 5 p.m., so I did what anybody 
on “vacation” in Las Vegas  would 
do; gamble. I didn’t win anything.

As 5 p.m. drew closer and players 
began to arrive, I finally started to 
feel some type of excitement. 

During the meeting, I learned 
I would be playing for Iceland, 
which made me happy –  at first. 
My feelings would soon change 
when I discovered that everyone 
on Team Iceland were the players 
who the scouts considered to be 
“under-skilled.”

I was told a player could be sub-
ject to changing teams depending 
on how a player did during combine 
testing. That night I decided to have 
a vendetta against the scouts who 
determined that I didn’t meet their 
standards, especially before seeing 
me play.

Monday morning I reported to 
combine testing. The testing con-
sisted of a skills challenge, speed 
and agility, and a vertical jump test. 
I was the first guy in the shooting 
guards/small forward Iceland group 
to do all three events.

In the skills challenge the players 
had to perform fundamental moves 
of shooting, coming off screens, 
curl movements and things a wing 
player should know how to do. We 
had three minutes to get up as many 
shots up as we could while perform-
ing various actions.

Since I was the first guy, I wanted 
to set the bar high for the rest of the 
competition. It was a very exhausting 
drill, but I managed to make all of my 
shots inside the 3-point line, missing 
maybe three or four 3-pointers as 
well as dunking the ball 10 times. 
The scouts were very impressed and 
so was my competition.

My next test was the vertical 
jump, which measured in at 35.8 
inches. Afterwards, my agility was 
tested by jumping over a foot hurdle 
as many times as I could in one 
minute. I scored 53 jumps compared 
to the all-time combine record of 
59 jumps.

In the three-quarter length court 
sprint, I had a time of 2.9 seconds, 
and was able to defensive slide 
around the free throw lane twice in 
11.8 seconds.

After my testing, I was told by the 
director of the combine that I had 
been moved from Iceland to Nor-
way, which was considered one of 
the top four teams. I was happy that 
my hard work had paid off.

 The first game I played with 
my new team was an evaluation 
game against Finland. Playing with 
Norway was great. Everyone had 
a great personality and shared the 
basketball like a team should. We 
ended up beating Finland by 20 
points. I scored double figures and 
had a big dunk.

The second game we played was 
against Turkey. That was a close 
game, but we ended up pulling away 
at the last second. I scored double 
figures again and by this game, ev-
eryone in the gym was talking about 
“the shooting clinic” I was putting 
on for the crowd. 

We started our tournament games 
Tuesday, where we were ranked 
number one in bracket seeding. 
After our two games, everyone 
had Norway predicted to win the 
tournament. 

I left the gym feeling great that 
night; that is until I discovered that 
my body wasn’t used to playing 
six hours of basketball at that level 
of intensity. I cramped up almost 
everywhere on my body that night, 
eventually going to sit in the hot tub 
and eating a dozen bananas. 

When I woke up Tuesday morn-
ing, I was so stiff, I felt like I was 
sitting in a full body cast. I had no 
idea how I was going to play the 
two games, but I never doubted that 
my team would walk away from 

Las Vegas without being crowned 
champions. 

In the semi-finals, we played 
Turkey, the team that came close to 
beating us the first time. They came 
out with a lot of energy and went up 
10 points in the first half. I felt that 
it wasn’t the time to be a “hero,” 
but if I got open looks at the basket 
I knew I would shoot the ball more 
than I had been. 

I ended up making three consecu-
tive three pointers that cut their lead 
to one, which sparked my team to 
go on a scoring frenzy and beat 
Turkey by 20 points the second 
time around.

I had a couple scouts walk up to 
me after that game and hand me 
their calling cards, which I found 
amusing since I was dripping sweat 
and had nowhere to put them. 

Our championship game was 
against Czech Republic. They 
supposedly had the “best player” 
at the combine on their team. We 
beat them by 20 and the proclaimed 
“best player” had his worst game in 
the tournament.

I felt really good to win the cham-
pionship while performing at a high 
level because it showed the guys 
who had predetermined me as not 
being good enough that they had 
been mistaken. 

At first, I was very happy to report 
the good news to my friends, fam-
ily, and co-workers. As the feeling 
of telling everyone in Oberlin I 
could be vacating my positions as 
a reporter and a head coach sunk in, 
it made me reluctant to take pride in 
my accomplishments. 

When I got back to Oberlin 
Wednesday afternoon, everyone 
greeted me with hugs and were 
excited to hear that I did well. Some 
people even made me creative 
“homecoming” gifts and really 
made me feel better about the situ-
ation. 

Now that the combine is finished, 
the only thing left to do is to wait for 
my phone to ring with an offer to 
play basketball in Europe, with the 
possibility of playing in the U.S. 

I don’t know who or where the 
offer will come from, but I do know 
that I have a great community be-
hind me encouraging me to follow 
my dream; even if they don’t want 
me to leave.

World travel a phone call away

RAMELL TAYLOR GOES IN FOR A LAYUP while practicing basketball. He was playing 
in the Oberlin City Park prior to playing in the Overseas Basketball Combine in Las Vegas.

― Herald staff photo by Crista Sauvage

The Stamps
you can’t wait to get our hands on

170 S. PENN • Oberlin, Kansas
67749 • 785-475-2206

• Pre-inked (no stamp pad needed)
• Cleaner, easier to use
• 50,000 impressions before re-inking
• Dozens of models

170 S. Penn • Oberlin, Kansas 67749
785-475-2206  

Coed softball
tournament results

July 16th Coed Softball
Legion 15 vs. Stallman Construction 8
E&R Trucking 18 vs. Legion  3
Black Gold 16 vs. Stallman Construction 3
E&R Trucking  40 vs. Black Gold 18

Final League Standings
Fortin’s 12-2
E&R Trucking10-4
Black Gold 10-4
Creative Dimensions 8-6
Anderson’s 7-7
Decatur Coop 6-8
Legion 3-11
Stallman Construction 0-14

Tournament Results :
Fortin’s won over Stallman Construction by forfeit
Creative Dimensions  11 vs. Anderson’s 8
Black Gold 16 vs. Decatur Coop  1
E&R Trucking 18 vs. Legion 3
Fortin’s 10 vs. Creative Dimensions 3
E&R Trucking 12 vs. Black Gold – 2
Black Gold – 19 vs. Creative Dimensions  4
E&R Trucking 25 vs. Fortin’s 6
Fortin’s 15 vs. Black Gold  5

Championship Game
Fortin’s 11 vs. E&R Trucking 10
 *since Fortin’s won they had to play again since 
    E&R Trucking hadn’t lost before this
E&R Trucking  15 vs. Fortin’s  5

*E&R Trucking were Tournament Champions
*Fortin’s were Tournament Runner – Up

Got news? We want to hear!
Call us at 475-2206


